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March 30, 2017 

Here’s when Philly’s cherry blossoms will be in peak 
bloom for 2017 

 

The cherry blossoms that turn sections of Philadelphia pink each spring are entering their peak bloom. 
 
This year’s peak period started Wednesday and is expected to last through Tuesday, according to the 
Shofosu Japanese House and Garden. 
 
That prediction means the blossoms will be in peak bloom for the start of the annual Subaru Cherry 
Blossom Festival, but likely past their prime by Sakura Sunday on April 9, one of the fest’s biggest events. 
 
Like other trees and plants in the Philadelphia area, the blossoms have been thrown out of sync by a far-
warmer-than-normal February, followed by cold ( and snowy) weather in March. 
 
“The cold snap will lead to a significantly smaller blossom canopy this spring, but later blooming cherry 
trees will still hold their buds,” Kim Andrews, executive director of the Japan America Society of Greater 
Philadelphia, said in a statement. 
 
The cherry trees are most prevalent along the Schuylkill and throughout Fairmount Park, but are planted 
in other locations around the city as well. 
 
In Washington, D.C., where the cherry blossoms around the Tidal Basin are a major tourist draw each 
spring, the trees reached peak bloom last weekend, far earlier than normal. 
 
Philadelphia’s first cherry trees, gifts from Japan, arrived in 1926 to celebrate the country’s 
sesquicentennial. Other trees were planted later. 
 
Over the past year, the Inquirer, the Daily News and Philly.com have uncovered corruption in local and 
state public offices, shed light on hidden and dangerous environmental risks, and deeply examined the 
region’s growing heroin epidemic. This is indispensable journalism, brought to you by the largest, most 
experienced newsroom in the region. Fact-based journalism of this caliber isn’t cheap. We need your 
support to keep our talented reporters, editors and photographers holding government accountable, 
looking out for the public interest, and separating fact from fiction. If you already subscribe, thank you. 
If not, please consider doing so by clicking on the button below. Subscriptions can be home delivered in 
print, or digitally read on nearly any mobile device or computer, and start as low as 25¢ per day. 
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