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April 6, 2018 

What To Do: Celebrate Spring with Cherry Blossoms 
 

 

By Denny Dyroff 

The chilly weather has been unkind to early blooming plants and trees, but the worst seems to have 
passed – maybe. (Don’t look at  Saturday’s forecast.) 

If you want to see hundreds of lovely trees showing off their pink blossoms, you can find what you want 
at the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival (http://subarucherryblossom.org), which is known in Japanese as 
Sakura Matsuri. The event is running April 7-15 at a variety of locations around the Philadelphia area. 
For centuries, Japan has been celebrating the beauty of the elegant pink cherry blossom with picnics 
under the trees and traditional music and dance performances. 

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival offers visitors the opportunity to explore the best of Japanese 
culture including delicious cuisine, delicate craft displays, intriguing performances and demonstrations 
of traditional customs. 

Sakura Week at Shofuso will be held from April 7-13 at Shofuso (Horticultural and Lansdowne Drives, 
Philadelphia). 
Visitors will be able to take in the splendor of the cherry blossoms at one of the top-ranked Japanese 
gardens in North America. In addition to the spectacular scenery and 17th-century-style Japanese 
house, Sakura Week will feature daily demonstrations, highlighting a different element of Japanese 
culture each day — tea, taiko, gardening, kimono dressing, and more. 

http://www.unionvilletimes.com/?p=39040
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Shofuso will be open daily until 8:30 PM during the festival. 

All Sakura Week events free with regular admission to Shofuso: $12 general admission, $8 students with 
ID, seniors, youth 6-17. 
The schedule for Sakura Week at Shofuso is: April 7 — Tea Demo; April 8 – Kabuki Dance Taster; April 9 – 
Sakura Crafty Circle and Origami; April 10 – Kimono Dressing; April 11 – Garden Explorations Tours & 
Sketching; April 12 – Shogi & Japanese Games; and April 13 – Manga Pins & Kyo Daiko Performances. 

The centerpiece event is Sakura Sunday, a day-long outdoor celebration of all things Japanese. It will be 
held on April 15 from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at Fairmount Park’s Horticulture Center (100 North Horticulture 
Drive, Philadelphia). Tickets are $15 for adults with children (12 and under) admitted free. 

Sakura Sunday features live music and dance performances, martial arts, cultural demonstrations, arts & 
crafts, karaoke, and much more. Some of the featured attractions are Little Akiba Anime & Cosplay Area, 
Subaru Sushi Samurai of the Year, Prettiest Pet in Pink Parade, Harajuku Fashion Show and Shofuso 
Tours. 

The Sake Garden at Shofuso will be held from April 11-14. 

The Sake Garden, a pop-up beer garden, is Philadelphia’s take on the Japanese tradition of cherry 
blossom picnics. Visitors can enjoy beer, cocktails, and Asian fusion fare beneath the trees in Fairmount 
Park. The Sake Garden is located along the walking path towards the gazebo and sundial. 

“Sushi Making Classes” with Philadelphia’s Queen of Sushi, Madame Saito are scheduled for April 7, 8 
and 11. The cost is $50 per person and includes complimentary admission to Sakura Sunday at the 
Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival. 

The Morris Arboretum (100 East Northwestern Avenue, Philadelphia, 215-247-
5777, http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/arboretum/index.shtml) was scheduled to present its 
Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival on April 7 and 14. 
 
Because of the forecast for snow on April 7, the event now will be held only on April 14. 
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