
http://chescotimes.com/?p=19987 

 

March 31, 2017 

 

By Denny Dyroff, Staff Writer, The Times 

For more than a half-century, the annual Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C. has been tourist 
destination for people from all over American and people from Japan — an eagerly-anticipated event 
that celebrated the arrival of spring and the beauty of the cherry tree in bloom. 
 
For years, area residents had to travel to the nation’s capital to enjoy an event celebrating the gorgeous 
trees. But, all that changed a few years ago with the arrival of Philadelphia’s Cherry Blossom Festival. 
Now, if you want to see hundreds of lovely trees showing off their pink blossoms, you can find what you 
want at the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival (http://subarucherryblossom.org), which is known in 
Japanese as Sakura Matsuri. The event gets underway on April 1 at a variety of locations around the 
Philadelphia area. 
 
For centuries, Japan has been celebrating the beauty of the elegant pink cherry blossom with picnics 
under the trees and traditional music and dance performances. The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival 
offers visitors the opportunity to explore the best of Japanese culture including delicious cuisine, 
delicate craft displays, intriguing performances and demonstrations of traditional customs. 
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“Japanese Culture Week” will be held from April 3-7 at lunchtime at the Liberty Place Rotunda. Visitors 
will be able to participate in our daily events and learn more about Japanese traditions and culture. 
 
“Sushi Making Classes” with Philadelphia’s Queen of Sushi, Madame Saito are scheduled for April 3. 4, 5 
and 6 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The cost is $50 per person and includes complimentary admission to Sakura 
Sunday at the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival to attend the Sushi Samurai of the Year Competition 2017. 
 
The centerpiece event is Sakura Sunday, a day-long outdoor celebration of all things Japanese. It will be 
held on April 9 from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at Fairmount Park’s Horticulture Center (100 North Horticulture 
Drive, Philadelphia). Tickets are $15 for adults with children (12 and under) admitted 
Sakura Sunday features live music and dance performances, martial arts, cultural demonstrations, arts & 
crafts, karaoke, and much more. Some of the featured attractions are Little Akiba Anime & Cosplay Area, 
Subaru Sushi Samurai of the Year, Prettiest Pet in Pink Parade, Harajuku Fashion Show and Shofuso 
Tours. 
 
April 1 will mark the re-opening of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden (Lansdowne Drive and 
Horticultural Drive, Philadelphia, 215-878-5097,http://www.japanesehouse.org). 
 
Shofuso is a 1.2-acre Japanese garden listed as the third best Japanese garden in North America by 
Sukiya Living, and named the “Best Hidden Tourist Attraction” by Philadelphia Magazine. 
 
The site features a viewing garden with koi pond and island, a tea garden, and a courtyard garden 
located inside the 17th century-style Japanese walled and fenced garden of this historic museum. The 
newly-restored, historic 1876 Sakura Pavilion is year-round space for programming, classes, meetings, 
events, and exhibitions. 
 
Visiting hours now through October are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday through Friday and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday. Admission is $8 for adults, $5 for senior citizens, children (ages 3-17) and 
students. 
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