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April 1, 2018 

Cherry blossom festivals in Philly, 
Jersey offer splendor and fun 

 
(Photo: J. David Ake, AP) 
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On days when below-freezing temps, strong winds and even thundersnow  — and don't 
forget the quad Nor'easter snow dumps — were tamping back eager daffodils and tulips, 
plans were in the final stages for this spring's nearby cherry blossom festivals. 

They aren't where you thought they'd be — along Chapel Avenue in Cherry Hill, where 
flags and yellow ribbons traditionally adorned the 2-mile stretch from Haddonfield Road 
to Kings Highway since 2001. The trees are still there and hopefully will be filled with 
cloudlike masses of white and pink blossoms soon, but neither the township nor the 
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American Legion Post that worked on the displays in the past have formally set up 
anything for cherry blossom week in  2018. 

More: Spring break in South Jersey and Philly: Find ideas for family fun 

More: 17 fun South Jersey events that celebrate spring 

More: Make spring break a summer preview at Jersey Shore 

Camden, Burlington, and Gloucester counties parks and recreation departments left 
blanks on their calendars for April 7 to 15, explaining their wooded areas don't include 
any groves of cherry trees. 

The National Park Service announced that Washington's cherry blossom trees are expected to reach peak bloom 
between March 17 to March 20, signaling an unofficial and early beginning to spring in the nation's capital. (March 
1) AP 

But drive out of your zip code anytime over that week to lose your head and spirit in the 
fluff of the blooms. And you don't have to go to the national's capitol, with its splendid 
cherry trees, to see one of spring's delicate wonders. 

Festivals blossom 

Instead, head to Philadelphia's Fairmount Park,  the University of Pennsylvania's Morris 
Arboretum in Chestnut Hill or the Scott Arboretum at Swarthmore College, where  you 
can dance among swirling masses of mostly white, but sometimes pink, flowers. 

Some events are free. Others require admission tickets and reservations. 

Several colleges will showcase the Tamagawa University Taiko drum and dance 
performances. Some of those performances, like one at Ursinus College on April 9 at 7 
p.m.; Haverford College on April 10 at 7 p.m., and at Swarthmore College on April 16 at 
7:30 p.m., are free but may require reservations. Tickets for a performance at West 
Chester University on April 11 at 7:30 p.m. are $12 and $17. 

Some park and garden sites also have events like bike races, walks and foot races, and 
music presentations that carry an admission charge. 

Fairmount 

The biggest celebrations, both in size and scope, go on for nine days in Fairmount Park. 
Sponsored by Subaru of America, which has been headquartered in South Jersey for 
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most of the 50 years the manufacturer has imported cars to this country, the festival is 
coordinated by the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia.  

The Shofuso House, a replica of a traditional 17th-century-style Japanese House and 
garden, will be open for various events and hours from Saturday, April 7, through Sunday 
April 15. 

The busiest day and final day will be Sakura Sunday, April 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Shofuso building, near Montgomery Drive and Belmont Avenue, has food, art and 
craft events, and karaoke. This year,  the festival also will feature a pop-up sake bar 
where cocktails based on the rice-based liquor and craft beers are for sale. 

Admission to the event is $15 for adults, and free for children under 12. Timed tickets are 
available and suggested. 

There's even a Prettiest Pet in Pink parade. That event requires preregistration. 

The pop-up sake garden and beer garden is open from 1 p.m. on weekends and 5 p.m. 
on weekdays during the festival. 

Sake-based cocktails, including green tea sake punch and plum sake mule, will be priced 
at $10. Craft beers will be available for $5 to $8. 

The pop-up will also sell food, including a roast beef sandwich for $10, ginger-marinated 
portabella sandwich for $9, soba noodle salad for $10, and matcha-cherry oatmeal 
cookies for $3. 

From April 7 through April 11, sushi-making classes can be scheduled at the Tokio Head 
House, 122-124 Lombard Street, Philadelphia. Completion of the $65 class is the first 
step to participating in amateur sushi contests on April 12 at the restaurant and at Sakura 
Sunday. 

Advance registration is required for traditional Japanese tea ceremonies on the veranda 
at Shofusa on Saturday, April 14, at 1 and 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $30 for members of the 
Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia; $35 for nonmembers. 

Runners (10K) and walkers (5K) will compete on courses that pass Memorial Hall and 
Shofuso on Saturday, April 14. Preregistration for either the walk or run is $20. On-site 
registration is a bit more and begins at 6:30 a.m. at the Horticulture Center. Participants 
will receive an admission pass to Shofuso. 



If you can't make the festival, Shofuso is worth a visit anytime, and has so many events 
scheduled, you'll need to carry a checklist. 

It was built in 1953 with traditional Japanese techniques and materials and originally set 
up in the courtyard of the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. The structure was 
relocated to Philadelphia in 1955 and reconstructed three years later. It fell into general 
disrepair and was restored by Japanese artisans for Philadelphia's Bicentennial 
celebration in 1976. 

Swarthmore 

At the Scott Arboretum at Swarthmore College, the Delaware Valley chapter of Ohara 
School of Ikebana will offer free exhibitions of the art of Japanese flower arrangement 
Friday, April 20 to Sunday, April 22. 

Ikebana, which translates to “way of flowers” uses flowers, leaves and branches and 
often unconventional materials. 

 
Demonstrations of Kyo Daiko drumming, a combination of choreography and drumming, are part of the Cherry 
Blossom festival at the Morris Arboretum. (Photo: Arnold Winkler) 

If you want to learn the art, classes will be offered April 21 from 10 a.m to 12:30 p.m. 
Preregistration is required and class size is very limited. 



Swarthmore's 425-acre campus is a gardener's delight and visitors can wander through 
the many separate gardens. There are maps for self-guided tours and on April 18, staff 
will lead a weather-permitting evening highlights tour from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

The arboretum is named after Arthur Hoyt Scott, a 1895 graduate of Swarthmore College 
and the inventor of throw-away paper towels. He is the man who put toilet paper on a roll. 

 
A Japanese tea ceremony is held at Morris Arboretum as part of its Cherry Blossom festival. (Photo: Paul W. Meyer) 

Morris Arboretum 

One of the finest collections of Japanese plants and gardens in the region was 
established by John and Lydia Morris in the early 20th century. Their space eventually 
became the 92-acre Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania. 

The festival there also runs from April 7 to 14, and admission to the grounds includes all 
events including two walks through the gardens on Saturday, April 7 at 10:15 a.m. and 
12:15 p.m. beginning at the Garden Rail entrance. Space will be limited. 

At the arboretum, demonstrations of Kyo Daiko drumming, a combination of 
choreography and drumming, will be at 10:30 and noon in the Azalea Meadow. 



A kimono dressing demonstration of the typical Japanese attire will be at 11 a.m in the 
Upper Gallery, where origami workshops will begin at 1 and 2 p.m. 

  

 
With cherry blossoms in bloom, Tom Krupa of Berlin walks down Chapel Avenue in Cherry Hill in 2015. (Photo: 
Courier-Post file) 

North Jersey 

If you want to see almost as many Japanese-themed events for free (except for pay-as-
you-go foods and competitive walks and races on April 7), head north to Branch Brook 
Park in Newark. The number of cherry trees in the 360-acre park is now about 5,000. 
Because the trees have a lifespan of about 40 years, trees are constantly replaced and 
today there are 18 varieties. 

In Branch Brook Park, there are more cherry trees within the 4-mile-long park than in the 
entire District of Columbia. 

Branch Brook Park is in the Essex County park system. Bus tours of the area are 
scheduled throughout the festival and there is a cellphone tour. 



The park's schedule for the nine-day festival is still a work in progress. Last year's event 
attracted more than 100,000 visitors. 

Recent harsh weather pushed back the opening of blossoms on Japanese cherry trees. 

Locally, the blossoms show up about a week after the celebration in Washington, D.C. 
(This year's festival in the Capitol spans March 20 through April 15). The D.C. trees were 
sent to America in 1912 as a gift of the Japanese government to mark lasting friendship 
between the two countries. 

Different types of trees have different blooming dates. They are impacted harshly by wet, 
windy weather. 

  

 
Koi ponds are a fixture of Japanese gardens. (Photo: silamime, Getty Images/iStockphoto) 

A passion for koi 

Joe Zuritsky may be Philadelphia's king of parking lots, but he likes ponds more than 
paving. Chairman and chief executive officer of Parkway Corporation, he's an enthusiast 



of koi, a fancy carp kept for decorative purposes in Japanese gardens and in some local 
garden ponds. 

For almost 20 years, Zuritsky created and owned a koi production farm in Salem County 
that he donated to Rowan University. 

One of the founding members of Friends of the Japanese House and Garden in 
Fairmount Park, he will kick off this year's Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival by 
announcing the gift of his koi collection to Shofuso on April 5 at 10:30 a.m. 

The mature fish, more than 2-feet-long, will be on display in a container. Additional fish 
will be moved to the Shofuso House near Philadelphia's Horticulture Center when it's 
warmer. “It is a natural pond in a beautiful Japanese setting and it's the ideal place for 
them to be seen and to grow,” he said. He said he expects children who visit the house to 
enjoy feeding them. 

Koi are treasured fish in both China and Japan and can live 20 to 30 years. 

The fish have been selectively bred in Japan by rice farmers for hundreds of years. While 
carp usually are not beautiful fish, farmers occasionally would notice fish with some color 
and would separate them to breed. Eventually 40 different varieties were established. 

The fish can be hand fed. Males can grow to 28 inches, and females usually are 32 to 40 
inches long. 

Zuritsky is an international judge in professional koi shows and twice has served in Japan 
as a judge in national competitions. 



 
Cherry blossoms bloom on the Capitol Mall on Thursday, March 29, 2018. (Photo: MOLLY J. SMITH / Statesman 
Journ) 

If you go  

To preregister for flower arranging classes at the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore 
College, call 610-328-8025. Classes are $60 for nonmembers of the Ohara School of 
Flower Arranging; $50 for members. The college is at 500 College Avenue, Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania. Visit www.scottarboretum.org 

Tickets for the Taiko Drum and Dance Performances can be reserved at Ursinus College 
by calling 610-409-3000. 

Tickets for the performance at West Chester University can be purchased online 
at wcupa.edu/oca/wcuLive/currentSeason.aspx 

Timed tickets for Sakura Sunday and specific details of events at the Horticulture Center 
in Fairmount Park on April 15 are available at subarucherryblossom.org/sakurasunday 

For information on sushi making classes, contact Madame Saito at 
info@queenofsushi.com or call 215-815-8266.  

Details and pre-event registration for the 5K walk and 10K run in Fairmount Park are 
at subarucherryblossom.org/10K  
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Information about events at the Morris Arboretum is at www.morrisarboretum.org or at 
215-247-5777.  

Admission is $19 for adults; $17 for seniors and students with ID, active and retired 
military. There is a $2 discount for members of the Pennsylvania Horticulture Society. 

For a schedule of events at Bound Brook Park in Newark, go to essexcountyparks.org or 
call 973-268-3500 
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