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TAMAGAWA TAIKO PERFORMANCES BRING JAPANESE DRUM AND DANCE  
TO COLLEGES AND LOCAL SCHOOLS IN THE PHILADELPHIA AREA 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 9, TUESDAY, APRIL 10, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11 AND 
MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2018 

 
PHILADELPHIA (March 12, 2018) – The world touring Tamagawa Taiko Drum and Dance Troupe 
returns to Philadelphia as part of the Japan America Society of Great Philadelphia’s (JASGP) 2018 
Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival. The Tokyo-based troupe, known for their entertaining 
performances which combine Japanese folk dances with roaring percussion and dazzling 
costumes, will perform at several colleges and universities in the greater Philadelphia area. A 
listing of the showtimes, venues and ticketing information is below.  
 
Event dates are as follows: 

● Monday, April 9, 7 p.m. at Ursinus College in Lenfest Theater at the Kaleidoscope 
Performing Arts Center located at 601 E Main Street in Collegeville, PA. This event is free 
but tickets must be reserved in advance by calling 610-409-3000.  

● Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m. at Haverford College in Roberts Hall, Marshall Auditorium 
located at 370 Lancaster Ave in Haverford, PA. This event is free.  

● Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m. at West Chester University in Emilie K. Asplundh 
Concert Hall at Philips Memorial Hall Building located at 700 South High Street in West 
Chester, PA. Tickets are $12 and $17 and may be purchased online at  
wcupa.edu/oca/wcuLive/currentSeason.aspx.  

● Monday, April 16, 7:30 p.m. at Swarthmore College in Lang Concert Hall located at 500 
College Avenue in Swarthmore, PA. This event is free. (Please note this concert takes 
place after the Festival.) 

 
“Taiko,” the Japanese word for drums, have played a prevalent role in the Japanese culture. 
Since their introduction in the sixth century, taiko have been used for everything from military 
endeavors and religious ceremonies. Today they are mainly used in festivals and theatrical 
performances to honor the drums’ significance.  
 
Led by renowned kabuki dance instructor Isaburoh Hanayagi, the Tamagawa Taiko Drum and 
Dance Troupe comes from Japan’s Tamagawa University. Under the tutelage of his father, 
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Yoshigosaburoh Hanayagi at the Hanayagi School, Isaburoh Hanayagi made his dance debut at 
age three. With over 200,000 members, the Hanayagi School serves as the largest school of 
kabuki dance in Japan. Along with kabuki instruction, Isaburoh Hanayagi is also a master teacher 
in subjects such as Creative Japanese Folkloric Dances and Comparative Study of Western and 
Eastern Dances. His personal repertoire of kabuki dance includes more than 150 pieces. 
 
There are many family-friendly events during the 2018 annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of 
Greater Philadelphia. Philadelphians can get a taste of Japan at Shofuso during Sakura Week. 
From Sunday, April 8 to Friday, April 13, visitors to the historic Japanese house and garden  can 
experience kimono dressing, tea ceremony demonstrations, a behind-the-scenes garden tour, 
and other all-ages activities. Additional Festival events include the Cherry Blossom 10K and 5K 
Races on Saturday, April 14 as well as a free film screening of the Japanese film Tenshin, on 
Wednesday, April 11. Throughout the week there are several opportunities to attend a sushi-
making class hosted by Madame Saito, the proprietor of Tokio HeadHouse.  
 
The centerpiece of the Festival is Sakura Sunday, which takes place on Sunday, April 15 at the 
Centennial Arboretum and Horticulture Center in West Fairmount Park. The event celebrates all 
things Japanese by offering a full day of world-class music and dance performances, colorful 
crafts, a sushi competition, karaoke, and so much more. A complete listing of events and 
additional information is available online at subarucherryblossom.org or by calling 267-348-
0250.    
 
The Cherry Blossom Festival takes its name and central inspiration from the fleeting beauty of 
the sakura, the Japanese name for cherry blossoms. The first blossoming cherry trees were 
planted in Fairmount Park in 1926, a gift to the City of Philadelphia by the people of Japan. 
Cherry blossoms are gorgeous flowers, a must see natural wonder calling everyone outdoors to 
welcome spring, and an annual inspiration to artists and photographers. The events of the 
Festival celebrate Philadelphia’s rich cultural connections with the art, music, food, natural 
beauty, and industry of Japan.   
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia is a project of the Japan America 
Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as 
its title sponsor.  The project aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and 
educational customs of Japan building on JASGP’s commitment to plant and maintain cherry 
trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP has planted more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing 
the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese government as a gesture of friendship in 
1926.  Digital photos and additional information on cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in 
Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at subarucherryblossom.org. Follow 
@phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  
 

### 

http://www.subarucherryblossom.org/


JASGP is a private nonprofit organization that has brought Philadelphia and Japan closer 
together for more than 25 years through art, business, and culture. JASGP operates Shofuso, 
produces the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, and presents the US-Japan Business and Public 
Policy Series, as well as other arts, business, culture, and educational programming for all ages. 
For more information, please visit japanphilly.org. 
 
Shofuso is a traditional Japanese house and garden located in West Fairmount Park. Shofuso is 
open for weekday admissions to the public from March 24 to October 31, Wednesdays through 
Fridays from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Adult 
admission is $12; senior citizens, students with ID and children ages 5-17 admission is $8; 
ACCESS card holders admission is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID and 
children under 5 are admitted free. Shofuso is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., 
Philadelphia, PA 19131. For more information, including special hours and admission, visit 
japanphilly.org.  
 
About the Tamagawa Taiko Drum and Dance Troupe: 
The 30-piece Tamagawa Taiko Drum and Dance Troupe has been touring since 1961 and has 
performed in countries such as Mexico, Russia, Greece, Malaysia, England and the United States. 
The troupe has received awards all over the world for their energetic, graceful and athletic 
performances.  
 


