
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact: FHPR – 215-627-0801  
Sharla Feldscher, #101, cell 215-285-4868, sharla@fhpublicrelations.com  
Hope Horwitz, #102, cell 215-760-2884, hope@fhpublicrelations.com 

 

A New Addition to the 2017 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival…. 
 

LEARN TO PLAY TAIKO DRUMS  
DURING THE 2017 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 

 
PHILADELPHIA (February 8, 2017) – Explore the rhythmic beats and group choreography of Japanese 
taiko drumming at the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival’s first taiko drum workshop. Led by Kyo Daiko, 
Philadelphia’s Japanese-style community drumming group, the Taiko Taster Drumming Workshop takes 
place on Saturday, April 8 at 4 p.m. at the Defensive Arts Center, 3901 Conshohocken Ave in 
Philadelphia. The workshop is open to adults and children ages 12 and up and costs $25.  
 
Being introduced in the sixth century, taiko, from the Japanese word for drums, have played a prevalent 
role in Japan’s history. Taiko have been used for everything from military endeavors and communication 
to theatrical performances and religious ceremonies. Today, taiko refers to kumi daiko, a form of 
ensemble drumming which began in the 1950s as a way to reinvigorate the traditional art with 
inspiration from modern jazz.  
 
Kyo Daiko is a Philadelphia-based community taiko drumming ensemble whose members are all 
volunteers. Founded in 2005, Kyo Daiko’s members come from a wide variety of backgrounds and 
continue to grow with new students and players. Members attend regular classes throughout the year 
and participate in workshops with master teachers from around the world. Kyo Daiko performs regularly 
at a wide range of venues, including Japanese festivals, Phillies games, museums including Shofuso 
Japanese House and Garden, school and community events, and more. In 2013, they were showcased 
during the Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts (PIFA) in a commissioned piece with Grammy-
nominated musician and composer Kaoru Watanabe.  
 
Taiko Taster Drumming Workshop costs $25 to participate and is open to adults and children ages 12 
and up. For more information, please visit www.kyodaiko.com. Tickets are available at 
bit.ly/taikoworkshop.  

 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival is a project of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 
(JASGP) created with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as the title sponsor. The project 
aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of Japan building 
on the JASGP commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP has planted 
more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese 
government as a gesture of friendship in 1926.  Digital photos and additional information on cherry 
trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at 
www.subarucherryblossom.org. Follow @phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
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http://www.kyodaiko.com/


The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia promotes friendship and understanding between 
Philadelphia and Japan through operating and preserving Shofuso Japanese House and Garden, 
producing the annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, presenting the US-Japan Business series, and 
conducting year-round Japanese art, business, and cultural educational programming for all ages. Visit 
us online at www.japanphilly.org. 

 
Shofuso Japanese House and Garden is open for weekday admissions to the public from April 1 to 

October 31, Wednesdays through Fridays from 10am to 4pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11am to 

5pm. Adult admission is $10; senior citizens, students with ID, and children ages 3-17 admission is $5; 

ACCESS card holders admission is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID, and children 

under 3 are admitted free. Shofuso is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., Philadelphia, PA 

19131. www.japanesehouse.org. 

 

http://www.japanesehouse.org/

