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PHILADELPHIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA AND  
THE PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA PAIR FOR  

UNIQUE SIDE-BY-SIDE REHEARSAL  

 

Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center — Saturday, November 4, 2017 — 10 a.m. 
 

 
 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (November 4, 2017) — Each year The Philadelphia Orchestra invites one youth orchestra to 

their annual Side-by-Side Rehearsal. This year, the aspiring musicians in the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO) 

will have this outstanding opportunity to learn from the best as they share the Verizon Hall stage with the 

world-renowned musicians of The Philadelphia Orchestra. Under the direction of Maestro Cristian Măcelaru, 

PYO’s developing musicians will connect with their professional counterparts for one-on-one coaching and 

mentoring while rehearsing Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 4.  

 

This special Side-by-Side rehearsal will take place on Saturday, November 4, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 

Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center, 300 S. Broad Street in Philadelphia.  

 

It is a great source of pride that several PYO alumni are members of The Philadelphia Orchestra, and they will 
bring special meaning to the side-by-side.  They are: Holly Blake (bassoon); Mark Gigliotti (bassoon);                 
Philip Kates (violin); Kerri Ryan (viola) and Peter Smith (oboe).      
 

PYO President and Music Director Louis Scaglione is honored that The Philadelphia Orchestra selected PYO. 

Scaglione said, “It is a remarkable experience for student musicians to be taught by some of the greatest 

musicians today. And, even more meaningful, is that several of the musicians participating in the side-by-side 

were once PYO students themselves.  Our students not only gain musical instruction, they see firsthand that 

hard work and determination pay off as they sit by the side of former PYO musicians who have had such great 

success.”  

 

About The Philadelphia Orchestra 

The Philadelphia Orchestra is one of the preeminent orchestras in the world, renowned for its distinctive sound, 

desired for its keen ability to capture the hearts and imaginations of audiences, and admired for a legacy of 

innovation in music-making. The Orchestra is inspiring the future and transforming its rich tradition of 

achievement, sustaining the highest level of artistic quality, but also challenging—and exceeding—that level by 

creating powerful musical experiences for audiences at home and around the world. Music Director Yannick 

Nézet-Séguin triumphantly opened his inaugural season as the eighth artistic leader of The Philadelphia 
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Orchestra in fall 2012. He follows an extraordinary history of artistic leaders, including music directors Fritz 

Scheel, Carl Pohlig, Leopold Stokowski, Eugene Ormandy, Riccardo Muti, Wolfgang Sawallisch, Christoph 

Eschenbach, and Charles Dutoit. Under such extraordinary guidance, The Philadelphia Orchestra has served as 

an unwavering standard of excellence in the world of classical music—and it continues to do so today. For more 

information, visit philorch.org. 

 

About Philadelphia Youth Orchestra: 

Now in its 78th year of training tomorrow’s leaders, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra organization is 

one of the nation’s oldest and most respected community music education and youth orchestra performance 

programs, providing talented young musicians from across the tri-state area with exceptional musical training. 

Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, and it is with pride that Philadelphia Youth Orchestra notes that 

many members of the prestigious Philadelphia Orchestra are alumni. For more information, please visit 

www.pyos.org.  

 

The anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO), conducted by President and Music Director Louis 

Scaglione, featuring 120 gifted instrumentalists who range in age from 14-21. Young musicians 12-18 years old 

are featured in PYO’s companion ensemble, the Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra, which is led by Director 

and Conductor Maestra Rosalind Erwin, who is Music Director and Conductor of Drexel University Orchestra. 

Philadelphia Young Musicians Orchestra (PYMO), directed by Maestro Kenneth Bean, is a beginning to 

intermediate-level full symphonic orchestra that provides most students with their first introduction to large 

orchestral playing featuring students age 10-17 years old. Bravo Brass, directed by Curtis Institute Dean of 

Faculty and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble for promising middle and high-school 

instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth String Music) and PRYSM Young Artists ensembles provide 

string large ensemble and sectional master class instruction for beginning and intermediate musicians ages 6-

14. The director and conductor of PRYSM is Gloria DePasquale, cellist with The Philadelphia Orchestra, and 

conductor of PRYSM Young Artists is Andrea Weber. Tune Up Philly (TUP) is PYO’s engagement program, 

directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on creating and inspiring true community by providing children in under-

resourced communities with invaluable opportunities to learn and perform a differentiated orchestral music 

curriculum. 
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