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SEASON OPENING OF SHOFUSO JAPANESE HOUSE AND GARDEN 

LAUNCHES 20TH ANNUAL SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
  

PHILADELPHIA (March 13, 2017) – The season opening of the Shofuso Japanese House and Garden will 

launch the 20th annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival on Saturday, April 1, 2017. Shofuso, located at 

Horticultural Drive and Landsdowne Drive in West Fairmount Park, is a traditional-style Japanese house 

and nationally ranked garden. It recently merged with the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 

(JASGP), the presenter of the annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival. The house will be open daily 

through Sakura Sunday, and will host a nodate tea ceremony as part of the cherry blossom celebration.  

  

Shofuso welcomes the cherry blossom season with special hours beginning Saturday, April 1 from 11 

a.m. - 5 p.m. Guests will be able to take in the beautiful spring blossoms on Shofuso’s trees and visit the 

beloved koi. Shofuso will be open daily during the festival: visit from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m Monday through 

Friday and from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Adult admission is $10, admission for senior 

citizens, students with ID, and children ages 3-17 is $5, and admission for ACCESS card holders is $2. 

JASGP members, active duty military with ID, and children under 3 are admitted free, and there is free 

parking on site. For more information about Shofuso, please visit www.japanesehouse.org. 

  

On Saturday, April 8, take part in one of two nodate style tea ceremonies. This traditional tea features 

usucha (thin tea) and a seasonal sweet. Held on Shofuso’s veranda under the 75 year-old weeping 

cherry tree, the ceremonies will take place at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. This event is $30 for JASGP members 

and $35 for non-members. Space is limited and advance registration is required. 

  

On Sunday, April 9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Shofuso will be open for tours throughout the day as part of 

the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival’s centerpiece event, Sakura Sunday. Admission is included with 

Sakura Sunday ticket purchase: $15 for adults and free for children 12 and under. Advance and 

discounted tickets available. For more information, please visit 

www.subarucherryblossom.org/sakurasunday. 
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Shofuso’s opening weeks kick off a season of exciting programs and special events for all ages. Children’s 

Days, held from May 2 - 4, offer full day tours for school groups with activities including kimono 

dressing, taiko drumming, and kamishibai storytelling. The Mother’s Day tea on May 14 includes a 

traditional tea ceremony hosted by the Urasenke Tea School of Philadelphia, and a bonsai workshop will 

be held on June 10. Summer camp at Shofuso, which includes five themed weeks of traditional Japanese 

stories, games, crafts, and more, runs from July 10 - August 11.  For full details and registration, please 

visit www.japanesehouse.org.  

 

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival is a project of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 

(JASGP) created with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc. as the title sponsor. The project 

aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of Japan building 

on the JASGP commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks. To date, JASGP has planted 

more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese 

government as a gesture of friendship in 1926. Digital photos and additional information on cherry 

trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at 

www.subarucherryblossom.org. Follow @phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

  

# # # 

The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia promotes mutual friendship and understanding 

between Greater Philadelphia and Japan. JASGP operates and preserves Shofuso Japanese House and 

Garden which is open for visitation from April through October, produces the Subaru Cherry Blossom 

Festival, presents a US-Japan Business Series, and conducts Japanese arts, business, and cultural 

programming for adults and children. More information available on www.japanphilly.org and 

www.japanesehouse.org. 

  

Shofuso is open for weekday admissions to the public from April 1 to October 31, Wednesdays through 

Fridays from 10am to 4pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11am to 5pm. Adult admission is $10; senior 

citizens, students with ID, and children ages 3-17 admission is $5; ACCESS card holders admission is $2; 

and JASGP members, active duty military with ID, and children under 3 are admitted free. Shofuso is 

located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., Philadelphia, PA 19131. www.japanesehouse.org. 

  

  

 

http://www.japanesehouse.org/
http://www.japanesehouse.org/
http://www.japanphilly.org/
http://www.japanphilly.org/
http://www.japanesehouse.org/
http://www.japanesehouse.org/
http://www.japanesehouse.org/
http://www.japanesehouse.org/
http://www.japanesehouse.org/

