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SARINA MARONE, 15 YEAR OLD HARPIST FROM VINELAND, 
WITH PHILADELPHIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA (PYO), 

IS A ROLE MODEL FOR MANY … INCLUDING HER LITTLE SISTER VERONICA 
 

 

         Sarina, harpist with PYO              Sarina Marone as Big Sister to Veronica 
 
 
Philadelphia, PA (May 6, 2016) -- Only 15 years old, and Sarina Marone is making quite an impact on the 
world – in many ways. This Vineland resident is a harpist, the only harpist in the Philadelphia Youth 
Orchestra (PYO), which has 118 student musicians. In addition she’s a Big Sister to 4th grader Veronica, 
visiting with her once a week after school at Veronica’s elementary school where they do homework 
together, talk about their day, and play together.   
 
Maestro Louis Scaglione, President and Music Director of Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, raves about 
Sarina. He said recently, “Sarina is a very dedicated student. She takes her music seriously and we value 
her tremendously in the orchestra. Her commitment to her music is reflected in her commitment to the 
community and Big Brothers Big Sisters. We applaud Sarina and are pleased she is a member of PYO.”  
 
Danielle Clementson of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Countiesis very proud of Sarina 
and said, “Sarina provides the kind of guidance that I wish every young girl could have at Veronica's age.  
Sarina is loving, understanding, and attentive, and she goes out of her way to find ways to connect.  I'm 
sure there are many other things Sarina could be doing on a Wednesday afternoon, but we are so happy 
to have her share her heart and her many talents with Veronica in such a way!" 
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It’s amazing that this young student makes the time for her Little Sister, considering, in addition to her  
own homework, she rehearses weekly with the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra on Saturday mornings, she 
practices the harp for two hours every night, plays the Saxophone for Vineland High School’s Concert 
Band and she volunteers her time playing the harp at mass for her church.  When asked how she 
became interested in the harp, she credits her mother. She said, “My mom started me when I was five 
years old. My mom is a harpist and she taught me and got me really interested.”It’s hard to imagine that 
she played the harp at such a young age, but she manages with no problem. When asked if it’s a hard 
instrument to take to rehearsals and performances, she said nonchalantly, “Wetake it on a dolly and put 
it in the trunk and take it anywhere. It’s no problem.” The only complication she might encounter is if 
she plays outdoors on a windy day. Then she needs assistance with an adult holding it so it doesn’t tip 
over.  
 
When asked about her experience with PYO, she said that Maestro Louis Scaglione instills motivation in 
the students to do better. She explained, “Maestro Scaglione is one of the best conductors I’ve had and 
the most hard-working. He’s so dedicated to his students. I am motivated to practice, play more and I’ve 
really improved because of this experience. My family can hear it.”  

Her family has inspired Sarina musically as her father owns a music store, her mother teaches general 
music and her grandfather is a retired professional guitarist.   Sarina has won many music awards 
including First Place for the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Harp Society's Jr Division Competition 
in 2013, the Ralph Maestro Award in Middle School in 2014, and the Sea Isle’s Got Talent Competition 
for playing Jazz Harp in 2015. Whenthinking about her future, Sarina knows she’d like to have a career in 
music either as a teacher or as an orchestral harpist. Going to Curtis Institute of Music is her dream.  
 
About Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 
Now in its 76th year, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra organization, led by President and 
Music Director, Maestro Louis Scaglione, is one of the nation’s oldest and most respected community 
music education and youth orchestra performance programs, providing talented young musicians from 
across the tri-state area with exceptional musical training. Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, 
and it is with pride that Philadelphia Youth Orchestra notes that many members of the prestigious 
Philadelphia Orchestra are alumni.  The organization is comprised of five independent program 
ensembles designed to meet specific needs and experience levels of students selected through a 
competitive audition process. The anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO), conducted 
by President and Music Director Louis Scaglione, featuring 125 gifted instrumentalists who range in age 
from 14-21. Young musicians 12-18 years old are featured in PYO’s companion ensemble, the 
Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra, which isled by Director and Conductor Maestra Rosalind Erwin, 
who is Music Director and Conductor of Drexel University Orchestra. Bravo Brass, directed by Curtis 
Institute Dean of Faculty and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble for promising middle and 
high-school instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth String Music) and PRYSM Young Artists 
ensembles provide string large ensemble and sectional master class instruction for beginning and 
intermediate musicians ages 6-14. The director and conductor of PRYSM is Gloria DePasquale, cellist 
with The Philadelphia Orchestra, and conductor of PRSYM Young Artists is Jessica Villante. Tune Up 
Philly(TUP) is PYO’s engagement program, directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on the creating and 
inspiring true community by providing children in underserved communities with invaluable 
opportunities tolearn and perform a differentiated orchestral music curriculum.  www.pyos.org.   
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