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March 7, 2018 

Philly, in full bloom: The annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival 
is our (un)official start of spring 

 

 
The party for Philly’s start of a new season is celebrating the bloom of cherry blossoms at the  

Shofuso Japanese House. | Image courtesy: 3blmedia.com 
By Andrea Cantor 
 
Spring is just around the corner, and, for a short time anyway, so too are the full bloom of cherry 
blossoms.   
 
But skip the car ride to Washington D.C. or the, even pricier, plane ride to Japan, because Philadelphia 
has an abundance of these striking tree flowers. 
 
Back for its 21st year, the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia will have nine-days of 
Japanese-themed activities throughout the city. From April 7-15, flower enthusiasts, Japanophiles, 
families, and sake drinkers can participate in the time-honored Japanese tradition of the celebrating 
cherry blossoms and the coming of Spring. 
 
“[The Cherry Blossom Festival] has kind of become a rite of Spring here in Philadelphia,”  said Aaron 
Dilliplane, associate director of special projects for Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia. “We 
welcome more and more people every year, and it's really encouraging to see just how much people 
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have embraced the Japanese culture in the city and really love the cherry blossoms and celebration of 
Spring.” 
While Philly may not be the first place associated with the coveted Japanese flowers, Dilliplane 
challenged that “even though there is not a lot of Japanese people necessarily in Philadelphia, there's an 
authentically curated Japanese presence here in the city.” He went on to explain that Philly has a long-
standing history with Japan and maintains a large number of transplanted cherry trees. 
 
“Japan America Society, between 1998 and 2007, planted over a thousand cherry trees along the 
Schuylkill River and in West Fairmount Park …. That's just the trees that we planted. Parks and 
Recreation, over the past 20-years, has planted countless cherry trees,” Dilliplane informed. “You'll find 
them everywhere, from neighborhoods in deep South Philly to the far reaches of the Northeast. A lot of 
times it’s just this unassuming tree in the middle of the block, and yet for a week or two out of the year, 
they are the most stunning things you have ever seen.” 
 
Flower spectators will be able to participate in a variety of daily activities around the city, but primarily 
at the nationally-ranked Shofuso Japanese House and Garden in West Fairmount Park. Ticket prices 
range from free to an upwards of $100 based on the event. Dilliplane stressed, “We try to do as much as 
we can to keep it accessible and free where possible,” adding the festival provides discounted tickets for 
lower-income individuals and families. 
 
The festival will be complete with arts and crafts stations, cultural performances and 
demonstrations, dance classes, kimono dressings, film screenings, sushi-making classes, dining 
experiences, Sake Gardens, and more leading up to main events on Saturday and, everyone’s favorite, 
Sakura Sunday. 
 
On Saturday, Apr. 14, the day will begin with a 10K and 5K run in Fairmount Park. Among other 
happenings, Shofuso will host Nodate Tea Ceremonies, which unlike the traditional indoor setting, will 
take place outside, under the cherry blossoms. 
 
For Sakura Sunday, which amassed well over 15,000 people last year, friends, families, love birds, 
cosplayers, even furry friends can picnic outside the Horticulture Center for an afternoon full of 
Japanese culture. Aside from snacking under the white and pink trees, the day will also sport a Sushi 
Samurai of the Year Contest, Prettiest Pet in Pink Parade, Harajuku Fashion Show, Little Akiba Anime and 
Cosplay Area, and other interactive tidbits. 
 
With three stages at the Horticulture Center, Sakura Sunday will showcase an array of entertainment, 
including new acts to the festival, such as Molice — Dilliplane likens their aesthetic to the Beastie Boys 
circa 2009 Sabotage music video — and Japanese folk singer Aco Tomia. The stage also welcomes back 
the Taiko Drum and Dance Troupe from Tamagawa University in Machida, Tokyo.   
 
Dilliplane, who has been apart of the annual festival since 2010, is most excited about the new addition 
of a daily Sake Garden at Shofuso, in partnership with the city’s Parks on Tap initiative. Dilliplane noted 
that the Sake Garden evokes Hanami, the Japanese tradition of welcoming Spring. In Japan, people eat 
and drink outside to enjoy the season’s fleeting beauty, epitomized by cherry blossoms that only have a 
bloom cycle of about 14 days, according to the National Cherry Blossom Festival. 
 



“I think it's going to be a really cool addition to what we've been able to do and really bring an authentic 
cherry blossom viewing experience,” affirmed Dilliplane. “Being outside, and having food and drink with 
friends, is a crucial part of the tradition in Japanese culture to celebrate cherry blossoms.” 

 


