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Music educators sought for annual Ovation 

Award 

Music students in the area are encouraged to nominate “outstanding and inspirational” music 

educators for the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s 5th Annual Ovation Award. 

Nominators who are current or former students and of any age, submit a 250-word statement 

about “the music teacher who changed my life.” 

The PYO Ovation Award is endowed by H.E.L.P Foundation and sponsored by Jacobs Music 

Company, J.W. Pepper and WRTI-90.1 FM. 

The orchestra states that nominations open on Feb. 19, with the deadline being March 30. 

Nominees should have imparted musical skills and knowledge, but also helped build students’ 

character, self-confidence, and capabilities that have impacted overall development and 

achievements. 

To nominate a music teacher for the PYO Ovation Award, statements should be submitted online 

at www.pyos.org. Nominees from prior years are still eligible and nominators are welcomed and 

strongly encouraged to nominate them again. 

According to the organization, a blue-ribbon panel of representatives from major organizations 

and music departments of area universities will choose 10 finalists and the award winner. 

All finalists will receive prizes, with the grand prize winner also getting a $1,000 honorarium. In 

addition, the nominator of the grand prize winner will receive a $250 gift card. 

The winning presentation will take place at 3 p.m. June 10, prior to the Philadelphia Youth 

Orchestra performance at the Kimmel Center of the Performing Arts, Broad and Spruce streets. 

Louis Scaglione, president and music director of PYO, is very proud of this award, saying in a 

statement: “It seems remarkable that we are entering our fifth year of presenting the Ovations 

Award. Over time, we have read about hundreds of very impressive music teachers. As a music 

education institution, we at Philadelphia Youth Orchestra witness the positive impact teachers 
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have on their students everyday. They share their passion for music and inspire students to strive 

to do their best. We are so pleased to have this opportunity to recognize music educators who 

rarely get the attention they deserve.” 

 


