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Local violinist to attend Royal College 

of Music in London 

 
String Theory Charter School graduate and violinist Akili Farrow will attend the Royal College of Music in London in the fall.  

Her major will be violin performance. — submitted photo 

By Chanel Hill, Tribune Staff Writer  

While joking around with her mom one day, Akili Farrow told her that she would someday live 

in London. After all, Farrow already had family members who lived in London and she thought 

that living there would be a good experience. 

Farrow’s dream will soon come true when she attends the Royal College of Music in London in 

the fall. Her major will be violin performance. 

“I did apply to schools in Canada and the United States, but going overseas for college was 

always my first choice,” Farrow said. “I have family over there and when they would come and 

visit me in the states they would always talk about how they love living over there. The 
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connection of having family already there really pushed me to think outside the box when I 

thought about where to go for college. 

“While I was looking into the Royal College of Music, I learned a lot about the school’s history 

and the different programs the school had to offer,” she added. “I knew in the back of my mind 

that that school would be a perfect fit for me. When I got in, I immediately knew that my dream 

of living in London was coming true.” 

Farrow began studying music in the third grade with piano lessons. However, she never really 

felt like the piano was a good fit for her. 

“Music wasn’t something that I was always interested in, it was just something that I was 

surrounded by as a kid,” Farrow said. “My parents are from Trinidad and Tobago, so they would 

always play their native music around the house. When I would go back to Trinidad with my 

family, I would perform at Carnival. 

“When I was younger, my parents bought me a guitar and my mom put me in dance lessons,” she 

added. “I was taking piano lessons, but I never really felt like the piano was a good fit for me. 

The next instrument I learned how to play was the violin; I’ve been playing it ever since.” 

Farrow, a graduate of String Theory Charter School, has been involved with numerous programs 

throughout her young career. She is currently a member of the All City Orchestra and the 

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra. 

She has been selected to participate in the National Youth Orchestra of the USA, a program of 

Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute that includes a three-week training residency, a concert in 

Carnegie Hall and a tour in Asia with stops in Taipei, Taiwan; Shanghai; Beijing; and Seoul and 

Daejeon, South Korea, during the summer. 

“I was at String Theory for four years,” Farrow said. “Through my school, I was able to get 

connected to the All City program, which is a community orchestra for all of the musicians in the 

city. My school also helped me prepare for college auditions as the administrators allowed me to 

practice my violin for a hour. My overall experience there was amazing. 

“One of the things I’m looking forward to this summer is traveling with the National Youth 

Orchestra,” she said. “I can’t wait to meet all of the students that were accepted into the program 

this year. I’m looking forward to playing at Carnegie Hall as that’s a well-known stage that a lot 

of musicians play at. I’m also excited to go to Asia and experience the culture there.” 

Farrow has appeared in the film “Crescendo: The Power of Music” and on the CBS Morning 

News. In 2016, she was named an All City Fellow, which gave her opportunities such as 

performing chamber music alongside students from the Curtis Institute of Music. 

Farrow entered the All City Concerto competition and placed as runner-up. She has also 

participated in a master class given by famed violinist Benjamin Beilman and was invited by 



Stanford Thompson, chair of El Sistema USA, to travel to Vancouver, Canada, for the 2017 Ted 

Talk fellow conference. 

Farrow said that while she has accomplished a lot so far, she couldn’t have done any of it 

without the programs that she has participated in. 

“I’m extremely grateful for all of the programs that I’ve been in, including Primavera Fund, 

Musicopia, Philadelphia Sinfonia and All City Fellowship,” Farrow said. “All of those programs 

have helped me become the musician and person I am today. I couldn’t have done any of this 

without them as well as all of the people who have helped me along the way. 

“Since I’ve been playing the violin, I’ve met so many different people,” she added. “Not just 

other students, but also a wide range of musicians. Some of the people I met include Wynton 

Marsalis, Yannick Nézet-Séguin and violinists Hilary Hahn and Itzhak Perlman. Playing the 

violin has also allowed me to travel all over.” 

In addition to being a violinist, Farrow has another creative outlet that she enjoys in her spare 

time — photography. 

“When I was younger, I would always take pictures of my family when they came over,” Farrow 

said. “My mom actually gave me a camera for my birthday when I was 16. I was able to learn 

everything about photography through my photography class at String Theory during my junior 

year. 

“I really like taking candid photos because it shows the realness of the person in the moment,” 

she added. “Taking photos reflects what I see whereas playing the violin is an expression of how 

I feel. I love photography and playing the violin. Both are a reflection of who I am as a person.” 

 


