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THE PHILADELPHIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA  
ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF YOUNG COMPOSERS COMPETITION 

 

 
 

FIRST PLACE WINNER ALAN MACKWELL 
 

Philadelphia, PA (April 7, 2017) – The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO) has named the winners 

of its inaugural Young Composers Competition, which called for composers ages 18 to 22 to 

submit original orchestra scores. The winners were selected by PYO’s music director, Maestro 

Louis Scaglione, and the director of the Young Composers Competition, Sheridan Seyfried, who 

is a Philadelphia-based composer, and a PYO alumnus as well as a graduate of The Curtis 

Institute of Music where he studied with Richard Danielpour, Jennifer Higdon and Ned Rorem.  

 

Bringing an important focus on the art of composition for symphony orchestra, PYO is pleased 

to have received such a great turnout for this inaugural competition. Scaglione said, “We place 

great value on original and creative composition and with our Young Composers Competition, 

we hope to encourage more students to delve into composing original music for the symphony 

orchestra genre. We have seen PYO students continue their careers as successful composers, 

and we hope this leads to more opportunities for individuals with the potential of becoming 

future great music composers.”  

 

The 2017 winners are: Alan Mackwell, who won first place for his composition “III. Secretly 

Ramses the Second”. He will receive a cash prize of $2,000 and PYO will premiere his piece at on 

June 4, 2017 at PYO’s 77th Annual Festival Concert at Verizon Hall. Additionally, “III. Secretly 



Ramses the Second” will be professionally recorded for a future WRTI broadcast.  

 

The second-place winner is Christopher Lazzaro and his composition, “Epic, an Orchestral 

Sketch”. He will receive a cash prize of $1,000 and PYO will perform a reading and recording of 

his composition.  

 

The third-place winner is Austin Ali for his composition, “Ostinato”. He will receive a cash prize 

of $500. 

 

About the Winners: 

Alan Mackwell, a New Zealander-American, began his music career in the third grade through 

piano lessons. Alan began writing orchestral music in the eighth grade after being accepted to 

the American Festival of the Arts’ Composer’s Institute, where two of his pieces were 

performed. In 2014, he was one of the fifteen composers world-wide to attend the Interlochen 

Summer Arts Program for music composition, and wrote for the World Youth Symphony 

Orchestra conducted by Jung-Ho Pak. He was selected in 2015 to attend the prestigious Boston 

Conservatory High School Composition Intensive. Alan is a three-time winner of the Texas 

Young Composer's Competition, placing 2nd in 2015 and 2016. He is currently pursuing a BM in 

Music Composition at the Boston Conservatory of Music. 

 

Christopher Lazzaro is an undergraduate sophomore currently studying music composition at 

Temple University, and has been composing actively for four years (plus an additional four prior 

to receiving any formal training in the craft).  Instructors have included Maurice Wright, Jan 

Krzywicki, and Larry Lipkis.  His music has drawn inspiration from the Impressionist composers, 

orchestral soundtracks, and various folk styles.  He is also a violinist and pianist, and aspires to 

become a soundtrack composer within the video game industry to supplement his pursuits as a 

classical composer. 

 

Austin Ali is a nationally acclaimed trumpeter and composer from Dallas, TX. Throughout his 

career, Austin has played lead trumpet in many ensembles. His compositions have been on 

display at the Dallas Museum of Art and have been played by numerous school bands and 

orchestras. His work “Full Volume” for trombone choir is scheduled to be performed by the 

University of Texas Trombone Choir in April 2017.  Austin has also earned various state, national, 

and international awards for composition and is currently in his first year at the University of 

Texas at Austin in the B.M. Music Composition and B.A.  

 

 

 



About the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra:  

Now in its 77th year, training tomorrow’s leaders, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 

organization, led by President and Music Director, Maestro Louis Scaglione, is one of the 

nation’s oldest and most respected community music education and youth orchestra 

performance programs, providing talented young musicians from across the tri-state area with 

exceptional musical training. Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, and it is with pride 

that Philadelphia Youth Orchestra notes that many members of the prestigious Philadelphia 

Orchestra are alumni.  The organization is comprised of six program ensembles designed to 

meet specific needs and experience levels of students selected through a competitive audition 

process. The anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO), conducted by President 

and Music Director Louis Scaglione, featuring 120 gifted instrumentalists who range in age from 

14-21. Young musicians 12-18 years old are featured in PYO’s companion ensemble, the 

Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra, which is led by Director and Conductor Maestra Rosalind 

Erwin, who is Music Director and Conductor of Drexel University Orchestra. Philadelphia Young 

Musicians Orchestra (PYMO), directed by Maestro Kenneth Bean, is a beginning to 

intermediate-level full symphonic orchestra that provides most students with their first 

introduction to large orchestral playing featuring students age 10-17 years old. Bravo Brass, 

directed by Curtis Institute Dean of Faculty and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble 

for promising middle and high-school instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth 

String Music) and PRYSM Young Artists ensembles provide string large ensemble and sectional 

master class instruction for beginning and intermediate musicians ages 6-14. The director and 

conductor of PRYSM is Gloria DePasquale, cellist with The Philadelphia Orchestra, and 

conductor of PRYSM Young Artists is Andrea Weber. Tune Up Philly (TUP) is PYO’s engagement 

program, directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on creating and inspiring true community by 

providing children in under-resourced communities with invaluable opportunities to learn and 

perform a differentiated orchestral music curriculum. www.pyos.org.  
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