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March 29, 2017 

Weekly Entertainment Guide - Spring Blooms 

 
 
Enjoy spring blooms with the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, Longwood Gardens, Shofuso Japanese 
House and Garden, Morris Arboretum, and more.  Robin Bloom offers suggestions for what to check out 
this week. 
 
Celebrate spring! 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival 
 

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia returns for its 
20th year to celebrate Philadelphia's rich cultural connections with the art, 
music, food, natural beauty and industry of Japan and a week's worth of 
events, April 1-9, in Philadelphia and throughout the region. Highlights 
include Japanese Culture Week at Liberty Place, the Cherry Blossom 10K/5K, 
"Sakura Under the Stars," sushi making classes, amateur sushi making 
competition, film screening, and more, culminating in the annual "Sakura 
Sunday," an all-day outdoor celebration featuring food, live music, dance 
performances, and activities for all ages on April 9 at the Fairmount Park 
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Horticulture Center. Presented by the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia, the festival began in 1998 to 
honor Japan's sesquicentennial gift to Philadelphia with the planting of 1,000 cherry trees in Fairmount Park. Photo 
courtesy of the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival. 
 
 
Shofuso Japanese House and Garden 
 

Shofuso Japanese House and Garden, located in Philadelphia's West 
Fairmount Park, was built in Japan in 1953 using traditional techniques and 
materials and moved to Philadelphia on the site of several previous 
Japanese structures continuously maintained since the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition. The traditional-style house with its hinoki roof, the only one of 
its kind outside of Japan, can be toured, along with the gardens, koi pond 
and island. Shofuso has merged with the Japan America Society of Greater 
Philadelphia and is now open for the season and offers one of the best 
viewing spots for cherry blossoms as well as tea ceremonies, workshops, 
and Sakura Sunday, on the grounds of the Horticulture Center, Lansdowne 

and Horticultural Drives. Additional cherry blossom viewing spots include Belmont Plateau and Memorial 
Hall/Please Touch Museum. Photo courtesy of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden. 
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