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TWO PHILADELPHIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA STUDENTS  
SELECTED FOR  

NYO2  
NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA 2  

 
 

ANTONIS CHRISTOU OF MOORESTOWN, NJ AND PEIRCE ELLIS OF 
PHILADELPHIA WILL JOIN THIS NATIONAL ENSEMBLE 

                  
          Antonis Chirstou          Peirce Ellis 

 

Philadelphia, PA (April 25, 2017) – Two Philadelphia Youth Orchestra organization musicians 
have been selected for the three-week summer program known as NYO2, an extension of 
Carnegie Hall’s National Youth Orchestra (NYO) of the USA. They are Antonis Christou, 16, 
double bass student musician who lives in Mooretown, NJ and a member of the Philadelphia 
Youth Orchestra (PYO), and Peirce Ellis, 14, viola student musician from Philadelphia who is a 
member of the Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra (PYAO).  The intensive summer program 
for outstanding American instrumentalists ages 14–17 was launched in the summer of 2016 to 
expand the pool of young musicians across the country equipped with the tools to succeed at 
the highest level. NYO2 is free to all participants and offers promising, young musicians the 
unique opportunity to play alongside talented peers, learn from a world-class faculty, and 
perform with special guest artists on the stages of some of the world’s most prestigious 
concert halls. 
 
Following an intensive residency at Purchase College, State University of New York (SUNY) in 
conjunction with NYO-USA, the musicians of NYO2 will make their Carnegie Hall debut on 
Thursday, July 20 at 7:30 p.m. with conductor Giancarlo Guerrero, who will be returning to 
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lead the orchestra for the second straight season. The program will include Copland’s Billy the 
Kid Suite, Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite (1919 version) in a side-by-side performance with 
members of The Philadelphia Orchestra, and a set with special guest vocalist and bassist 
Esperanza Spalding. The orchestra will also perform in Philadelphia’s Verizon Hall two days 
prior, on Tuesday, July 18 at 7:00 p.m., in a concert that will feature Falla’s “The Three-
Cornered Hat” Suite No. 2, performed by The Philadelphia Orchestra, in addition to the pieces 
listed above. Over the course of three days in Philadelphia, the NYO2 members will also have 
opportunities to interact with local young musicians. 
 
“We are thrilled to build on the success of NYO2’s inaugural season, and present these 
extraordinary young players on the Carnegie Hall stage for the very first time” said Clive 
Gillinson, Carnegie Hall’s Executive and Artistic Director. “The opportunity to work with 
members of The Philadelphia Orchestra, Giancarlo Guerrero, and Esperanza Spalding will be 
life-changing for these students, and we hope they will return home to their communities 
inspired to further develop their musicianship and use music to connect with audiences and 
people everywhere.” 
 
Louis Scaglione, President and Music Director of Philadelphia Youth Orchestra is thrilled for his 
students and smiles when he talks about the NYO2’s relationship with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. “Antonis and Peirce are outstanding members of PYO, and we are very proud of 
this great honor to be selected to participate in NYO2. They will feel right at home in Verizon 
Hall when they perform as this is PYO’s performance hall. I congratulate them and their 
families for their commitment to classical music.”  
 
Tickets for the Carnegie Hall performance, priced at $20–$50, are on sale now at the Carnegie 
Hall Box Office (57th Street and Seventh Avenue), by calling CarnegieCharge at 212-247-7800, 
or at carnegiehall.org. NYO2’s concert in Philadelphia is free and open to the public, with 
reservations available in mid-June.  
 

For more information, please visit www.pyos.org or call (215) 545-0502.  
 
About the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra:  

Now in its 77th year, training tomorrow’s leaders, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 

organization, led by President and Music Director, Maestro Louis Scaglione, is one of the nation’s 

oldest and most respected community music education and youth orchestra performance programs, 

providing talented young musicians from across the tri-state area with exceptional musical training. 

Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, and it is with pride that Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 

notes that many members of the prestigious Philadelphia Orchestra are alumni.  The organization is 

comprised of six program ensembles designed to meet specific needs and experience levels of students 

selected through a competitive audition process. The anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth 

Orchestra (PYO), conducted by President and Music Director Louis Scaglione, featuring 120 gifted 

instrumentalists who range in age from 14-21. Young musicians 12-18 years old are featured in PYO’s 

companion ensemble, the Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra, which is led by Director and 
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Conductor Maestra Rosalind Erwin, who is Music Director and Conductor of Drexel University 

Orchestra. Philadelphia Young Musicians Orchestra (PYMO), directed by Maestro Kenneth Bean, is a 

beginning to intermediate-level full symphonic orchestra that provides most students with their first 

introduction to large orchestral playing featuring students age 10-17 years old. Bravo Brass, directed 

by Curtis Institute Dean of Faculty and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble for promising 

middle and high-school instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth String Music) and PRYSM 

Young Artists ensembles provide string large ensemble and sectional master class instruction for 

beginning and intermediate musicians ages 6-14. The director and conductor of PRYSM is Gloria 

DePasquale, cellist with The Philadelphia Orchestra, and conductor of PRYSM Young Artists is Andrea 

Weber. Tune Up Philly (TUP) is PYO’s engagement program, directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on 

creating and inspiring true community by providing children in under-resourced communities with 

invaluable opportunities to learn and perform a differentiated orchestral music curriculum. 

www.pyos.org.  
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