
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT: Sharla Feldscher Public Relations 215-627-0801                                                                                          
 Sharla Feldscher, #101, cell: 215-285-4868, Sharla@sf-pr.com                                                                             
 
 

Cello Teacher and Music Program Director 
JENNIFER JIE JIN 

Named as Grand Prize Winner of 
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With PYO Ovation Award winner Jennifer Jie Lin in the left photo are: (L to R) Chris Rinaldi, President of Jacobs Music Company, 

and Gary Frank, PYO board member and CEO of H.E.L.P.® Foundation and LCG, Ltd. 
In the photo on right, Jennifer is backstage with Maestro Louis Scaglione, President and Music Director of PYO 

 
PHILADELPHIA (June 9, 2016) — With much humility, cello teacher and music program director Jennifer 
Jie Jin (of Berwyn, PA) accepted the Third Annual Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO) Ovation Award in 
Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center on Sunday, June 5, 2016. Just after the presentation, Jin said,  
“I was extremely happy to be a finalist and I am so surprised to be recognized for this honor that is a 
tribute to all music educators who work tirelessly and passionately each and every day. I know that music 
is more than an interest or hobby. It has a significant impact on all of life as it builds self-esteem, cultural 
awareness and the desire to achieve.”  
  
Jin was one of 10 music teacher finalists nominated by current and former students. Nominators were 
asked to respond to this question … “How has my music teacher changed my life?” Jin’s nominator was 
Jessica Zhang, her private cello student who plays cello in the Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra 
(PYAO), an ensemble division of PYO. In her winning essay she wrote, “Mrs. Jin is a super teacher. My 
cello skill improved quickly under her mentorship. At the end of my first year of studies with Ms. Jin, I 
found out with surprise that the location of the studio recital was in a retirement living facility. I asked 
her why. She smiled and did not answer directly. She only said, “You will see.” When I took the stage I 
looked at my audience before I started. They were old and lonely people, some even in a wheelchair. 
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They all looked at me with love, like looking at their grandchild. When I played, even made a mistake, 
they all smiled at me. I suddenly understand why we were here to play. I was very proud that I was one 
of the kids that provided these seniors one night of fun. I participated in that recital every year and now 
know I can serve my community with my cello and talent.” 
 
The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s Ovation Award for Inspiration and Outstanding Leadership in Music 
Education was created to honor music teachers in the Delaware Valley who not only teach, but help build 
character and confidence for a lifetime. It is presented and endowed by the H.E.L.P Foundation and 
sponsored by Jacobs Music Company and J.W. Pepper with partner WRTI 90.1. A blue ribbon panel of 
music experts from local universities and institutions chose the 10 finalists and the grand prize winner. 
The presentation took place at the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s 76th Anniversary Festival Concert at 
Verizon Hall, an event that showcased the incredible talent of the organization's young students.  
 
Jin and the other nine finalists were invited to the PYO’s season finale concert at Verizon Hall, where they 
were recognized on stage by the award’s sponsors: Gary A. Frank, PYO board member, CEO of H.E.L.P.® 
Foundation and LCG, Ltd.; Chris Rinaldi, President of Jacobs Music Company; Denise Collins of J.W. 
Pepper; WRTI’s Jack Moore, who served as host of the award presentation; and Maestro Louis 
Scaglione, President and Music Director of the PYO. Jin was presented with a signifcant cash prize from 
H.E.L.P. Foundation, a crystal tribute trophy from Jacobs Music and a substantial gift card from J.W. 
Pepper. All of the finalists received gifts and plaques and Jessica Zhang, the nominator of Jennifer Jie Jin, 
was also presented with a gift card for her efforts.  
 
The impressive list of 2016 finalists include: 
 

• Shelley Beard — Private teacher, Music School of Delaware — Lansdowne, PA  
• Matthew Ceresini — Great Valley High School band/music teacher — Malvern, PA 
• Tatiana Ivanova — Violin teacher — Penn Wynne, PA 
• Mary Javian — Private teacher — Fairmount/Philadelphia, PA  
• Jennifer Jie Jin — Private cello teacher — Berwyn, PA 
• Meichen Liao-Barnes — Violin teacher — Merion Station, PA 
• Dr. Ovidu Marinescu — Private cello teacher — West Chester, PA 
• Susan Nowicki — Private piano teacher — Glenside, PA 
• Charles Salinger — Private teacher — Ambler, PA  
• Corinna Weidmer-Symer — Private music teacher — Cherry Hill, NJ  

 
Maestro Scaglione was thrilled with the selection of all of the participants and is proud that this award, 
launched in 2014, will continue to serve as an important platform on which PYO can highlight the vital 
role of music education in our culture. As the artistic and administrative leader of the PYO, one of the 
nation’s leading youth orchestra institutions and the area’s oldest and most respected orchestral 
preparatory organization, Scaglione is keenly aware of the enormous influence music educators have on 
all aspects of their students’ lives. He said, “We received so many testimonials from grateful students 
whose teachers taught them self-confidence, commitment, and life skills that reached far beyond the 
classroom or studio, similar to our goals at Philadelphia Youth Orchestra. We believe it is important to 
bring positive attention to these wonderful mentors and to applaud them for their contribution to the 
education system and to our society.” 
                       
 



About Jennifer Jie Jin:  
A committed cello teacher, Jennifer Jie Jin is the Co-Director of Chamber Strings Summer Music Festival, 
Vivace Music Competition and Vivace Orchestra. She is also the director of Honor String Ensemble at 
Archbishop John Carroll High School. Jin has coached her students to win top prizes in many 
competitions. She is currently a member of Delaware Symphony Orchestra and the Pyxis Piano Quartet 
(Resident Ensemble at Delaware Art Museum for the past seven seasons) and is proud to have 
performed for Vice President Joe Biden at the museum. 
 
Jin has performed extensively throughout the United States, Europe and Asia. She has appeared as a 
soloist with Bay Atlantic Symphony Orchestra, National Repertoire Orchestra and Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra. Jin has participated in prestigious festivals world-wide, including the Aspen Music Festival, 
Tanglewood Music Festival, Ravinia Festival, Colorado Music Festival, Pacific Music Festival, International 
Summer Academic Prague-Vienna-Budapest Festival, Beijing International Music Festival, Margess 
International Festival, Daniel Music Festival and the Amadeus Masterclass.   

Before her move to the United States, she won First Prize in the National Cello Duo Competition of 
China, the Bao-gang Elegance Art Award and the Excellent Performance Prize in the National 
Competition of China. An active chamber musician, Ms. Jin is the founder of the Tang-gu-la String 
Quartet. The Quartet toured England, Switzerland, Austria, Holland, Australia and China and received 
numerous honors, winning Second Prize in the National String Quartet Competition, China. Shortly after, 
the quartet appeared in Isaac Stern’s Oscar-winning documentary “From Mao to Mozart”, and performed 
for President Bill Clinton. 

Jin began her cello study at age 5. She received her Bachelor’s degree from Shanghai Conservatory of 
Music. Upon receiving a full scholarship from Shepherd School of Music at Rice University, she came to 
the United States and studied with Prof. Norman Fischer for her Master’s degree. Jin also received the 
Artist Diploma at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where she studied with Mr. Desmond Hoebig. She is 
the proud mother of two children with her husband, Robin Li.  
 
About Philadelphia Youth Orchestra Organization: 
Completing its 76th year, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra organization, led by President and 
Music Director, Maestro Louis Scaglione, is one of the nation’s oldest and most respected community 
music education and youth orchestra performance programs, providing talented young musicians from 
across the tri-state area with exceptional musical training. Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, 
and it is with pride that Philadelphia Youth Orchestra notes that many members of the prestigious 
Philadelphia Orchestra are alumni.  The organization is comprised of five independent program 
ensembles designed to meet specific needs and experience levels of students selected through a 
competitive audition process. The anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO), conducted by 
President and Music Director Louis Scaglione, featuring 125 gifted instrumentalists who range in age 
from 14-21. Young musicians 12-18 years old are featured in PYO’s companion ensemble, the 
Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra, which is led by Director and Conductor Maestra Rosalind Erwin, 
who is Music Director and Conductor of Drexel University Orchestra. Bravo Brass, directed by Curtis 
Institute Dean of Faculty and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble for promising middle and 
high-school instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth String Music) and PRYSM Young Artists 
ensembles provide string large ensemble and sectional master class instruction for beginning and 
intermediate musicians ages 6-14. The director and conductor of PRYSM is Gloria DePasquale, cellist with 
The Philadelphia Orchestra, and conductor of PRSYM Young Artists is Jessica Villante. Tune Up Philly 
(TUP) is PYO’s engagement program, directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on the creating and inspiring 



true community by providing children in underserved communities with invaluable opportunities to 
learn and perform a differentiated orchestral music curriculum.  www.pyos.org.  
 
About H.E.L.P.® Foundation and LCG, Ltd.:  H.E.L.P.® Foundation, the philanthropic division of LCG, Ltd., 
dedicates time and resources in furtherance of community service and in support of charitable causes 
and non-profit organizations, both regional and nationwide.  LCG fosters an organizational commitment 
to compassionate service as the nation's largest privately held employee legal plan provider.   LCG 
maintains its national headquarters in Bala Cynwyd, PA, and has been implementing its exclusive 
H.E.L.P.® legal plan for worksites of all sizes and industries since 1995. For more information, please visit 
www.helpfoundationcares.com. 

About Jacobs Music Company: Jacobs Music Company is the area’s exclusive representative for new 
and authentically restored Steinway & Sons, and Steinway designed Boston and Essex pianos. Jacobs 
also represents many other highly respected new and used piano manufacturers from around the world, 
including Yamaha, Disklavier and Clavinova, all at great values.  Jacobs Music Company has seven 
showrooms, including its flagship location at 1718 Chestnut Street in Center City Philadelphia, as well as 
Ephrata, West Chester, Willow Grove and Whitehall in Pennsylvania and Cherry Hill and Lawrenceville in 
New Jersey. 

About J.W. Pepper: .J.W. Pepper®, based in Exton, PA, is the leading retailer of sheet music in the world. 
In business for over 140 years, they have 11 store locations and two distribution centers across the 
country. They review over 21,000 new titles every year and hand-select the very best. Customer care is 
at the heart of their service. For more information, visit jwpepper.com. 

About WRTI: WRTI is a member-supported, public radio station that broadcasts the very best classical 
music and jazz recordings, and produces innovative, entertaining, and informative content. The station 
has 14 frequencies, extends west to Harrisburg and north to Scranton and Wilkes-Barre, and reaches as 
far south as Dover, DE and to the South Jersey shore area and can be heard on-line at WRTI.org.  
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