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ENJOY A TASTE OF THE JAPANESE LIFESTYLE DURING 
JAPANESE CULTURE WEEK AT LIBERTY PLACE 
MONDAY, APRIL 3 – FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2017 

 
* Calligraphy * Origami * Kimono Dressing * 

* Kamishibai Storytelling * Shogi & Go * Ikebana 
 
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (March 16, 2017) – This year’s Japanese Culture Week, part of the 20th Annual Subaru 

Cherry Blossom Festival, will be from Monday, April 3 to Friday, April 7, 2017. Each day’s free interactive 

lunchtime activity, held from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., gives the audience a glimpse of Japanese cultural 

touchstones in the Liberty Place Rotunda, located at 1625 Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. The Subaru 

Cherry Blossom Festival is presented by the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) 

which has recently merged with Shofuso Japanese House and Garden.  

 

These free events include: 

● Monday, April 3, Origami & Ikebana: Take in the beautiful ikebana (Japanese flower 

arrangements) by Philadelphia’s chapter of Ikebana International while learning the techniques 

for beautiful origami. Practice your paper-folding skills through a demonstration and learn to 

create intricate cranes, flowers, and more delicate works of art.   

● Tuesday, April 4, Nihon Buyo Dance Demonstration: Nihon buyo is Japanese classical dance, 

and began as part of Kabuki theater performances. Fujima Nishiki-no, who teaches nihon buyo 

at Shofuso, will share classical dances in the Sōke Fujima style.  

● Wednesday, April 5, Kimono Dressing: The kimono, a traditional Japanese garment, is worn for 

important festivals or formal occasions. While most popular as a women’s garment, kimono 

styles are also worn by men and children. Local cultural ambassador Fumiyo Batta presents 

ornately crafted kimonos, and will gladly help you try one on.  

● Thursday, April 6, Kamishibai Storytelling: Listen to the spine-tingling tales of Japanese 

monsters and the heroic feats of Peach Boy with his unique form of Japanese storytelling that 

uses illustrated cards and dramatic dialogue to tell time-honored folk tales. 

● Friday, April 7, Shogi & Go: Learn to play the traditional strategy board games of shogi and go, 

presented by the Penn Go Society and the Swarthmore Shogi club. Shogi is known as Japanese 
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chess or the Generals' Game and Go is similar to  Othello. 

Additional festival events include a free screening at the University of Pennsylvania of acclaimed 

animated film 5 Centimeters Per Second on Wednesday, April 5, and the Cherry Blossom 10K/5K on 

Saturday, April 8. Throughout the week there are also opportunities to learn sushi making and 

participate in a competition hosted by Madame Saito of The HeadHouse. Sakura Under the Stars, the 

Cherry Blossom Festival’s celebratory cocktail party on Saturday evening at Union Trust at 717 Chestnut 

Street in Philadelphia, promises to be an evening of enchantment with Japanese cocktails, small bites, 

and live music. Sakura Sunday on Sunday, April 9 at the Horticulture Center in West Fairmount Park 

celebrates the Japanese tradition of welcoming in spring with parties beneath blossoming cherry trees 

and features a full day of traditional and contemporary Japanese music and dance performances, 

colorful crafts, karaoke, and activities for all ages. A complete listing of events and additional 

information is available online at www.subarucherryblossom.org or by calling 267-348-0250.     

 

The Cherry Blossom Festival takes its name and central inspiration from the fleeting beauty of the 

sakura, the Japanese name for cherry blossoms. The first blossoming cherry trees were planted in 

Fairmount Park in 1926, a gift to the City of Philadelphia by the people of Japan. Cherry blossoms are 

gorgeous flowers, a must see natural wonder calling everyone outdoors to welcome spring, and an 

annual inspiration to artists and photographers. The events of the Festival celebrate Philadelphia’s rich 

cultural connections with the art, music, food, natural beauty, and industry of Japan.   

 

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia is a project of the Japan America Society of 

Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as its title sponsor.  

The project aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of 

Japan building on JASGP’s commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP 

has planted more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the 

Japanese government as a gesture of friendship in 1926.  Digital photos and additional information on 

cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at 

www.subarucherryblossom.org. Follow @phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  

 

### 

 

The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia promotes friendship and understanding between 

Philadelphia and Japan through operating and preserving Shofuso Japanese House and Garden, 

producing the annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, presenting the US-Japan Business series, and 

conducting year-round Japanese art, business, and cultural educational programming for all ages. Visit 

us online at  www.japanphilly.org. 

 

Shofuso is open for weekday admissions to the public from April 1 to October 31, Wednesdays through                 

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adult admission is $10; 

senior citizens, students with ID, and children ages 3-17 admission is $5; ACCESS card holders admission 

is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID, and children under 3 are admitted free. Shofuso 

is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., Philadelphia, PA 19131. www.japanesehouse.org. 
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