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ENJOY A TASTE OF THE JAPANESE LIFESTYLE DURING 
JAPANESE CULTURE WEEK AT LIBERTY PLACE 
MONDAY, APRIL 11 – FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2016 

 
* Calligraphy*Origami * Kimono dressing * 

* Kamishibai Storytelling * Shogi & Go * Ikebana 
 
PHILADELPHIA (March 17, 2016DATE) — Liberty Place will be the hot spot for this year’s Japanese 
Culture Week. This week-long event takes place during the lunch hour (12 p.m. and 1 p.m.) from 
Monday, April 11 to Friday, April 15, 2016. It is a part of the 19th Annual Subaru Cherry Blossom of 
Festival, presented by the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP). Each day a different 
event highlighting Japanese culture will take place in the rotunda in The Shops at Liberty Place, 1625 
Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. All are welcome to attend and savor in the beautiful and historic culture 
of Japan in Philadelphia. Scheduled events are free and open to the attendees of all ages. 
 
These free and open events include: 

• Monday, April 11, Calligraphy& Ikebana: Learn how to write your name in katakana or select 
kanji like sakura(cherry blossom) or haru (spring). Practitioners of ikebana will also be installing 
a large flower arrangement that will grace the rotunda all week. 

• Tuesday, April 12, Origami: Practice your paper-folding skills through a demonstration of the 
age-old art from of origami.Learn to create intricate cranes, flowers and more delicate works of 
art. 

• Wednesday, April 13, Kimono Dressing: View numerous ornately crafted kimonos; some may 
even get to try one on. 

• Thursday, April 14, Kamishibai Story-telling: Relish in this unique form of Japanese storytelling 
that uses exquisitely illustrated cards and dramatic dialogue to tell time-honored folktales. 

• Friday, April 15, Shogi & Go: Learn to play the traditional games of Shogi and Go, two different 
entertaining and strategy-oriented board games. Shogi is known as Japanese Chess or the 
Generals' Game and Go is similar to Othello. 

 
Additional Festival events include the Cherry Blossom 10K/5K on Saturday, April 16 as well as a free film 
screening of the Japanese film “Giovanni’s Island,” Wednesday, April 13. Throughout the week there are 
several opportunities to attend one of Madame Saito’s sushi-making classes. Sakura Under the Stars, the 



Cherry Blossom Festival’s fundraising event on Saturday evening, April 16 at the Loews Hotel at 1200 
Market Street in Philadelphiaprecedes the centerpiece of the Festival, Sakura Sunday, on Sunday, April 
17 at the Horticulture Center in West Fairmount Park. The event celebrates all things Japanese by 
hosting a sushi competition and offering a full day of world-class traditional music and dance 
performances, colorful crafts, karaoke and activities for all ages. A complete listing of events and 
additional information is available online at www.subarucherryblossom.org or by calling 267-348-0250.    
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival is a project of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 
(JASGP) created with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc. asthe title sponsor. The project 
aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of Japan building 
on the JASGP commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP has planted 
more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese 
government as a gesture of friendship in 1926.  Upon completion of its 1,000-tree pledge in 2007, the 
JASGP shifted its focus to plantings in community and neighborhood parks to help green and beautify 
urban communities.  Since 2008, cherry trees have been planted in Clark Park, Franklin Square, and 
Morris Park. 
 
Digital photos and additional information on cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the 
work of the JASGP are available at www.subarucherryblossom.org 
 
About the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP): Founded in 1994, the Japan America 
Society of Greater Philadelphia is an association of individuals, corporations and organizations devoted 
to fostering relationships between Americans and Japanese by promoting and encouraging better 
understanding of the business, cultural, social, educational, and political practices and customs of Japan 
and the United States.  
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