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Joy Zhao, of Chalfont, plays second fiddle to no one 
 

 

By Liz Johnson 

Chalfont’s Joy Zhao started playing the piano at age 4 and the cello while in elementary school. 
 
“For the first three years, I didn’t really like the cello,” said Joy, who recently returned from a tour of 
Latin American with the prestigious National Youth Orchestra. “I still wanted to play the piano.” 
 
She loved taking lessons with her teacher — her dad. 
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“He came from a musical family,” she said. 
 
Still, she persisted on the cello, taking lessons privately and joining the school orchestra and the Bucks 
County Youth Orchestra. After a few years, she moved on to the Philadelphia Sinfonia and, then as a 
sophomore in high school, she joined the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, “where I am now,” she said. 
For the past three years, she’s been getting up early each Saturday morning to head into Philadelphia 
for rehearsals. 
 
“It pushed me,” she said. “I felt really accomplished every time we finished rehearsals. By noon, I’d 
learned a new piece of music while most people my age slept. It instilled a good work ethic and 
persistence in me.” 
 
Last year, she auditioned for the National Youth Orchestra and won a seat, garnering a chance to tour 
the Netherlands, Denmark, Czech Republic and France. 
 
This year, the 115-member NYO toured Latin American, including Ecuador, Mexico and Colombia. 
 
“We perform different encores in different countries,” she said. “This year we did an American piece 
and a Latin American piece, 'Porgy and Bess,' then 'Conga Del Fuego Nuevo.' I think the audience really 
enjoyed that piece. It wasn’t heavy and it showed we were aware of where we were.” 
 
Joy was among seven PYO members selected to be part of the national group, which also included 
violinists Fiyi Adebekun of Lansdale and Allyson Cohen of Narberth. 
 
 



 
 
A recent Central Bucks High School South graduate, Joy has been accepted into Penn State’s Jefferson 
Medical program, a seven-year course that sends her to University Park for three years, then Thomas 
Jefferson University Hospitals in Philadelphia for the remainder, pending her MCAT scores. 
 
While she hasn’t decided yet on a medical specialty, one thing she does know for sure — she will keep 
up with the cello. 
 
“I’ve already contacted a professor who teaches cello to take private lessons and I intend to join the 
orchestra if my schedule allows it,” she said. 
 

 


