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PHILADELPHIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA ALUMNA  

HANNAH NICHOLAS  

NAMED PRINCIPAL VIOLA IN CENTRAL CITY OPERA ORCHESTRA  

 

 
PYO alumna Hannah Nicholas 

Philadelphia, PA (February 6, 2017) –  The very talented Hannah Nicholas, a Philadelphia Youth 

Orchestra (PYO) alumna, was appointed Principal Viola in the Central City Opera Orchestra in Colorado.  

She also performs as Principal Viola with the New World Symphony in Miami, Florida, under the 

direction of Michael Tilson Thomas. Nicholas was a member of PYO from 2001 to 2006 and she grew up 

in the Haverford section of Main Line Philadelphia.   

Louis Scaglione, President and Music Director of PYO, is proud of Hannah and has fond memories of her 

and her family. “I have known the family for nearly 20 years,” said Scaglione, “Hannah and her siblings, 

Simon and Charlotte, were all in PYO.  In fact, their mother, Rebecca, was on the PYO Board. I am so glad 

that Hannah persevered and now is assuming a very prestigious position in the profession”.  

Rachel Segal, Concertmaster of the Central City Opera Orchestra, Associate Director of PYO's 

Philadelphia Young Musicians Orchestra, the Founder and Executive Director of the Primavera 

Fund, and, also, PYO alumna says that Nicholas is another example of how Philadelphia Youth 

Orchestra develops outstanding students. She said, “PYO continues to produce the highest level of 

professionals, continuing the cycle of excellence”. 

Hannah Nicholas has performed as principal viola with the New World Symphony on highlighted 

concerts including Strauss’ Don Quixote with cellist John Sharp and on tour in Carnegie Hall and the 

Kennedy Center. She also has given recitals for the Solo Spotlight and Inside the Music concert series. In 

2015, she was a soloist with the Lucerne Festival Academy Orchestra. 
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Since joining New World, Nicholas has performed a wide variety of chamber music including Brahms’ 

Two Songs with alto Avery Amereau, and George Crumb’s Black Angels. She performs alongside 

members of the Colorado Symphony on the Englewood Arts Series, and frequently collaborates with 

composer Sahba Aminikia on projects incorporating music and poetry. She has been a featured artist in 

the 2016 and ’17 O, Miami Poetry Festival. 

 

An avid explorer of musical styles and media, Nicholas is a singer, violist, and songwriter in the indie-folk 

trio The alt Default, winner of the 2015-16 Knight Arts Challenge South Florida. The trio embarks upon 

its first artist residency at Ohio State University in March. In addition, has been an individual guest artist 

at the University of Pennsylvania for the past two years.  

 

Nicholas earned her Masters degree in Music at New England Conservatory, where she studied viola 

performance under Kim Kashkashian, and she received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Modern Middle 

Eastern Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.  

 

About the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra:  

Now in its 77th year, training tomorrow’s leaders, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 
organization, led by President and Music Director, Maestro Louis Scaglione, is one of the nation’s 
oldest and most respected community music education and youth orchestra performance programs, 
providing talented young musicians from across the tri-state area with exceptional musical training. 
Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, and it is with pride that Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 
notes that many members of the prestigious Philadelphia Orchestra are alumni.  The organization is 
comprised of six program ensembles designed to meet specific needs and experience levels of students 
selected through a competitive audition process. The anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 
(PYO), conducted by President and Music Director Louis Scaglione, featuring 120 gifted instrumentalists 
who range in age from 14-21. Young musicians 12-18 years old are featured in PYO’s companion 
ensemble, the Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra, which is led by Director and Conductor Maestra 
Rosalind Erwin, who is Music Director and Conductor of Drexel University Orchestra. Philadelphia Young 
Musicians Orchestra (PYMO), directed by Maestro Kenneth Bean, is a beginning to intermediate-level 
full symphonic orchestra that provides most students with their first introduction to large orchestral 
playing featuring students age 10-17 years old.  Bravo Brass, directed by Curtis Institute Dean of Faculty 
and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble for promising middle and high-school 
instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth String Music) and PRYSM Young Artists ensembles 
provide string large ensemble and sectional master class instruction for beginning and intermediate 
musicians ages 6-14. The director and conductor of PRYSM is Gloria DePasquale, cellist with The 
Philadelphia Orchestra, and conductor of PRYSM Young Artists is Andrea Weber. Tune Up Philly (TUP) is 
PYO’s engagement program, directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on creating and inspiring true 
community by providing children in under-resourced communities with invaluable opportunities to learn 
and perform a differentiated orchestral music curriculum.  www.pyos.org. 

### 

http://www.pyos.org/

