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ENJOY A TASTE OF JAPAN DURING SAKURA WEEK  
AS PART OF THE SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 7 – FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2018 
 

* Gardening * Kabuki Dancing * Origami * 
* Kimono Dressing * Shogi & Games * Tours* 

 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (March 9, 2018) – The 21st Annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival opens with an 
exciting update: Sakura Week. Held at Shofuso Japanese House and Garden, located Lansdowne Drive 
and Horticultural Drive in Philadelphia’s West Fairmount Park, Sakura Week invites attendees of all ages 
to participate in a Japanese cultural activities each day. The activities run from Saturday, April 7 to 
Friday, April 13, 2018 and include kabuki dance lessons, kimono dressing, a behind the scenes garden 
tour, and more. The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival is presented by the Japan America Society of 
Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) All events are free with admission to Shofuso. 
 
A listing of the events follows: 

● Saturday, April 7 - Ryakubon Tea Demonstration, 3:00 p.m.: See a demonstration of ryakubon, 
a simple tray-style tea ceremony. Learn the history of tea ceremony and the traditional 
techniques used by the Urasenke Tea School of Philadelphia. Along the way, members of the tea 
school will be happy to answer any questions. 

● Sunday, April 8 - Kabuki Taster/Demo Class, 1:30 p.m. and 5 p.m.: Learn the basics of nihon 
buyo, Japanese classical dance used in kabuki performances.  Instructor Fuijma Nishiki-no will 
lead a demonstration of male and female-style dance before guiding attendees through wearing 
a yukata (lightweight kimono), learning how to move in the kimono, and a simple, fan-based 
dance. Open to all ages and dance experience levels. 

● Monday, April 9 - Sakura Craft Story Circle, 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.: Children accompanied 
by parents/guardians are invited to a reading of Allan Say’s picture book Under the Cherry 
Blossom Tree on Shofuso’s veranda, followed by an age-appropriate craft. 

● Monday, April 9 - Sakura Origami, 5 p.m.: Take inspiration from Philadelphia’s cherry blossoms 
as you learn to fold a variety of origami sakura. Attendees can make a single flower or use their 
folded pieces in a collage. 
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● Tuesday, April 10 - Kimono Dressing, 12 p.m.: The kimono, a traditional Japanese garment, is 
worn for festivals and formal occasions. While most popular as a women’s garment, different 
styles are also worn by men and children. Local cultural ambassador Fumiyo Batta will present 
ornate kimonos and will help visitors try them on. Open to visitors of all ages.  

● Wednesday, April 11 - Garden Explorations Tours and Sketching, 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.:  
Get to see Shofuso’s garden from a new perspective. Head gardener Sandi Polyakov will lead 
behind the scenes tours of the three garden areas throughout the day. Afterwards, visitors can 
grab a drawing board and prepared supplies to sketch the gardens. Artists are welcome to bring 
their own supplies - easel, small stools, and dry materials are acceptable.  

● Thursday, April 12 - Shogi and Japanese Games, 6 p.m.: Learn to play shogi, a Japanese strategy 
game similar to chess. Never played before? Guides from the Philadelphia Shogi Club will be on 
hand to teach the basics. Other traditional Japanese games will also be available. 

● Friday, April 13 - Manga Pins, 6 p.m.: Fans of manga (Japanese comics) share love for their 
favorite comics through colorful accessories. Make your own pin with your favorite manga 
character (or original art) in this activity open to all ages. 
 

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival runs from Saturday, April 7, 2018 to Sunday, April 15. It includes 
many more Japanese inspired events including a free screening of the film Tenshin on Wednesday, April 
11 at the University of Pennsylvania, the Cherry Blossom 10K and 5K Races on Saturday, April 14, sushi-
making classes at Tokio HeadHouse throughout the week, suminagashi paper marbling classes at 
Rikumo, and so much more. The final event, Sakura Sunday, features a full day of traditional and 
contemporary Japanese music and dance performances, colorful crafts, and activities for all ages. A 
complete listing of events and additional information is available online at subarucherryblossom.org or 
by calling 267-348-0250.     
 
The Cherry Blossom Festival takes its name and central inspiration from the fleeting beauty of the 
sakura, the Japanese name for cherry blossoms. The first blossoming cherry trees were planted in 
Fairmount Park in 1926, a gift to the City of Philadelphia by the people of Japan. Cherry blossoms are 
gorgeous flowers, a must see natural wonder calling everyone outdoors to welcome spring, and an 
annual inspiration to artists and photographers. The events of the Festival celebrate Philadelphia’s rich 
cultural connections with the art, music, food, natural beauty, and industry of Japan.   
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia is a project of the Japan America Society of 
Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as its title sponsor.  
The project aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of 
Japan building on JASGP’s commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP 
has planted more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the 
Japanese government as a gesture of friendship in 1926.  Digital photos and additional information on 
cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at 
subarucherryblossom.org. Follow @phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  

### 

http://www.subarucherryblossom.org/


JASGP is a private nonprofit organization that has brought Philadelphia and Japan closer together for 
more than 25 years through art, business, and culture. JASGP operates Shofuso, produces the Subaru 
Cherry Blossom Festival, and presents the US-Japan Business and Public Policy Series, as well as other 
arts, business, culture, and educational programming for all ages. For more information, visit 
japanphilly.org. 

Shofuso is a traditional Japanese house and garden located in West Fairmount Park. Shofuso is open for 
weekday admissions to the public from March 24 to October 31, Wednesdays through Fridays from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Adult admission is $12; 
senior citizens, students with ID and children ages 5-17 admission is $8; ACCESS card holders admission 
is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID and children under 5 are admitted free. Shofuso 
is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., Philadelphia, PA 19131. For more information, including 
special hours and admission, visit japanphilly.org.  

 

 

 
 


