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Michele Balan will bring  
her standup to the Rrazz Room 

• By Keith Loria  

 
 

Michele Balan has made her mark in comedy in clubs, and on “Last Comic Standing.”  

   Michele Balan has spent much of the year performing comedy on cruises — including 
an October sail that found her entertaining a ship full of people from Australia. 

   ”They had flown a group of Australians into Bayonne, where the ship was sailing from, 
and everyone was annoyed because they thought they were going to New York,” she 
says. “I could tell this was going to be a fun week.” 
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   Still, the comedian is thankful that she’s getting to do what she loves most — 
performing in front of a crowd. 

   ”For years, I was very upset. ‘Why don’t I have this, why don’t I have that?’ — but now 
I have to be grateful that I’m making a living at this when a lot of comedians are not,” 
she says. “When I start to think like this, I have to smack myself and say ‘shut up.’ I’m 
working a lot. Complaining is an art form that I’m good at, which is why I am a 
comedian.” 

   Although she was hesitant about the whole cruise thing in the beginning, she says she 
has found herself enjoying the lifestyle and cruise experience now. 

   ”They fly you in to perform for about a week, and the best thing is you get to see all 
these incredible places,” Ms. Balan says. “I’m seeing the world. I was just in Costa Rica 
last week; not long ago I was in Scotland and Ireland, and even though the traveling is 
killing me, once I get there, I love it.” 

   On Oct. 22, Ms. Balan will be back on dry land, performing at the Rrazz Room’s new 
location in New Hope. 

   ”I’ve played in New Hope a lot, and those coming out can expect to have a good 
time,” she says. “I just won Go Magazine’s Best Comic in New York, and even though 
it’s a small magazine and doesn’t mean much, it was nice and we all need to laugh. Just 
think, Donald Trump could become president — he’s a friend to the BLT community.” 

   A career in comedy wasn’t always the goal for Ms. Balan. Even though she was 
known as the “funny” and “sassy” girl in her Brooklyn neighborhood, she entered 
corporate America and became an executive at a computer company. The job just 
wasn’t fulfilling and she decided to give comedy a chance. She started off being one of 
the lone female impersonators doing Bette Midler, but eventually starting writing her 
own comedy material. 



   Ms. Balan honed her skills at local New York comedy clubs, working regularly at 
Caroline’s on Broadway, Gotham Comedy Club, Broadway Comedy Club and Comic 
Strip Live. She next headed out West, becoming a fixture at L.A. spots such as The 
Laugh Factory, the Comedy Store and the Hollywood Improv. 

   It was there that she was discovered by some of the folks running NBC’s “Last Comic 
Standing,” and she was invited to appear on season 4, finishing as a finalist and being 
the last woman comic in the competition. 

   ”It really helped my career. I’ve been doing this for close to 30 years and although I 
was known by people, after ‘Last Comic Standing,’ I was known by the masses and it 
got me through to a whole other audience and group of people,” Ms. Balan says. “As 
crazy as a lot of these reality shows are, that was a nice show and it showed me that I 
had what it takes to stay in it.” 

   With a new popularity thanks to the show, Ms. Balan went on to appear on television, 
and was a featured performer at the OUTlaugh festival on LOGO. 

   ”I had some dreams of being on television more — something like ‘The View,’ 
because I really like talking about what’s happening in the world — but most of those 
have been dashed,” she says. “Right now I’m working on a one-woman show about my 
life and working with someone who is helping me put it in a sensible form and get it on 
its feet.” 

   For now, she’ll continue playing gigs around the country — and on the high seas — 
and being happy with where her career has taken her. 

   ”I started doing this as a hobby and I don’t think of it as a business,” she says. “I want 
to make people laugh. Once you start doing it as a business, it becomes very different, 
so I just keep rolling along and having fun.” 



Michele Balan will perform at the Rrazz Room, 385 W. Bridge St., New Hope, 

Pennsylvania, Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m. For more information, go to therrazzroom.com; 1-888-

596-1027. 
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