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Disco diva Linda Clifford will sing her hits, including “If My Friends Could See Me Now,” at the Prince Theater on 

Sept. 23. — Submitted Photo 

Rita Charleston 

Tribune Correspondent 

Some say disco is dead and gone. But Linda Clifford, one of the popular disco divas of the era, say it 
never really left. And to prove her point, Clifford will be belting out some of the songs that made her 
famous when she lights up the stage at the Prince Theater on Friday, Sept. 23. 
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During her long career, Clifford received many accolades and awards for her music, TV and film 
appearances. Her landmark recordings have spent many weeks at #1 in Billboard Magazine’s dance 
charts. She’s also an acclaimed songwriter with her compositions being sought out by such luminaries as 
Cher and Gladys Knight. As an actress, she’s had roles in such classics as “Sweet Charity” and 
“Rosemary’s Baby.” 
 
“I actually started my career at the age of four when my parents entered me in a dance school,” Clifford 
remembers. “They thought I was clumsy and that taking dance lessons might help.” 
But those lessons did more than help overcome her clumsiness. By the time she was seven, she began 
singing on television in her native New York. Three years later, she appeared with Harry Belafonte and 
Sydney Poitier on a television special for the NAACP. 
 
“But it was really the owner of the dance school I attended that sent me on my way toward a real 
career,” Clifford says. “Every year, he held a variety show in the Catskills. I worked there in his show for 
two years, from the age of 16 through 18, and that’s really where I got my first taste of performing and 
honing my craft alongside great comics like Red Buttons. It was an invaluable experience.” 
 
Clifford adds that when she graduated from high school, everyone expected her to stop performing, 
“but I couldn’t,” she says. ”After all, by that time it’s all I knew.” 
 
And so, Clifford continued to make her mark, appearing in the national and international spotlight, and 
continuing to break records wherever she went. Her disco version of “If My Friends Could See Me Now” 
shot up to #1 on the dance charts — and to this day remains one of her favorites. 
 
A former Miss New York State in the Miss USA Pageant, this multi-talented performer continues to 
travel, showing off her many talents. She says she’s done almost everything she’s ever wanted to do, 
with few exceptions. 
 
“Someday I’d love to do a Broadway musical and maybe have my own TV talk show. I know I’ve been 
very fortunate so there are only a few things left to try. And why not? I’m not going to let my age hold 
me back, so here we go!” 
 
For times and ticket information, contact the princetheater.org. 
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