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PHILADELPHIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

ANNOUNCES NEW TRUSTEE OF BOARD … 

LYDIA OGDEN, PhD, MPP 

    
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (October 27, 2016) – The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO) is proud to announce 

that Lydia Ogden, PhD, MPP has been named a new trustee of the board. Ogden, a resident of 

Philadelphia, PA, is a believer in the power of music and has two children who participate in Philadelphia 

Youth Orchestra organization, one in the advanced PYO (Philadelphia Youth Orchestra) and one in PYAO 

(Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra). 

“Participating in music, as a listener or performer, has proven academic benefits. It sharpens math, 

reading and language skills,” Ogden noted. “More importantly, music is a fundamental expression of our 

shared humanity. I’m thrilled to join the board and help advance PYO’s vital mission in our community.” 

Dr. Ogden is Senior Executive Director, Vaccine Global Public Policy at Merck and Co., Inc. Prior to joining 

Merck in 2012, she worked in public health for more than two decades at the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. From June to December 2010, she served as the Senior Health Policy Advisor to 

President Obama’s National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform.  She has a doctorate in 

health services research and health policy from Emory University; a Master’s degree in Public Policy 

from the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University; a Master’s degree in Literature from 

Vanderbilt University; and a bachelor’s degree in English and Education (K-12) from Middle Tennessee 

State University.  She has taught elementary, high school, college and graduate school students over the 

course of her career, incorporating music into her classes, even in health policy.  

 

Maestro Louis Scaglione, President and Music Director of PYO shared his appreciation of Dr. Ogden 

joining the board and said, “We welcome Lydia to our board and with her most impressive background in 

public health, we are thrilled that she places such high value on the power of music. Her insight and 
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extensive background will be an asset to all of us on the board and we thank her sincerely for her 

interest and support.”  

 

About the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra:  

Now in its 77th year, training tomorrow’s leaders, the renowned Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 

organization, led by President and Music Director, Maestro Louis Scaglione, is one of the nation’s 

oldest and most respected community music education and youth orchestra performance 

programs, providing talented young musicians from across the tri-state area with exceptional 

musical training. Students go on to excel in many diverse fields, and it is with pride that 

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra notes that many members of the prestigious Philadelphia Orchestra 

are alumni.  The organization is comprised of six program ensembles designed to meet specific 

needs and experience levels of students selected through a competitive audition process. The 

anchor group is the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra (PYO), conducted by President and Music 

Director Louis Scaglione, featuring 120 gifted instrumentalists who range in age from 14-21. Young 

musicians 12-18 years old are featured in PYO’s companion ensemble, the Philadelphia Young 

Artists Orchestra, which is led by Director and Conductor Maestra Rosalind Erwin, who is Music 

Director and Conductor of Drexel University Orchestra. Philadelphia Young Musicians Orchestra 

(PYMO), directed by Maestro Kenneth Bean, is a beginning to intermediate-level full symphonic 

orchestra that provides most students with their first introduction to large orchestral playing 

featuring students age 10-17 years old.  Bravo Brass, directed by Curtis Institute Dean of Faculty 

and Students, Paul Bryan, is an all brass ensemble for promising middle and high-school 

instrumentalists. PRYSM (Philadelphia Region Youth String Music) and PRYSM Young Artists 

ensembles provide string large ensemble and sectional master class instruction for beginning and 

intermediate musicians ages 6-14. The director and conductor of PRYSM is Gloria DePasquale, 

cellist with The Philadelphia Orchestra, and conductor of PRSYM Young Artists is Andrea Weber. 

Tune Up Philly (TUP) is PYO’s engagement program, directed by Paul Smith, that focuses on the 

creating and inspiring true community by providing children in under-resourced communities with 

invaluable opportunities to learn and perform a differentiated orchestral music curriculum.  

www.pyos.org.  
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