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JAPAN AMERICA SOCIETY OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA (JASGP) 
LAUNCHES AWARD PROGRAM DURING ANNUAL MEETING IN CITY HALL 

MARCH 22, 2018 
 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (March 9, 2018) – The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) will 
award individuals for bridging Philadelphia and Japan through art, business, culture and volunteerism at 
the JASGP 5th Annual Meeting on Thursday evening, March 22, 2018 in the Mayor’s Reception Room at 
Philadelphia’s City Hall. The awards and winners include Hiroshi Senju for Excellence in Art, Philadelphia 
Insurance Companies for Excellence in Business, Taeko Shervin for Excellence in Culture and Dr. Masako 
Hamada for Outstanding Volunteer. The evening will also commemorate the 60-year anniversary of 
Shofuso, the historic Japanese house and garden in West Fairmount Park. In addition to the award 
ceremony and the annual meeting, there will be a catered reception.  
 
Kim Andrews, Executive Director of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia, looks forward to 
the Annual Meeting and Award Ceremony.  “We take great pride in the fact that so many people share 
our belief in the importance of bringing Japanese culture to Philadelphia,” said Andrews. “This year we 
are honored to recognize such distinguished supporters of Japanese culture as we launch this new 
season at JASGP.” This year’s honorees: 
 

● Excellence in Art: Hiroshi Senju 
Master Painter Hiroshi Senju expresses modernism using Nihonga, a 1000-year-old painting 
technique that is unique to Japan. In 2007, he donated 21 "Waterfall" fusuma (sliding screen) 
murals to Shofuso, his largest permanent installation to date in the United States. Senju 
combines pigments derived from natural materials in a medium of animal-hide glue, then 
applies this “paint” to hand-screened Japanese paper. Senju's work is in the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, the 
Museum of Modern Art, Toyama, Japan, the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music, 
and several other museums around the world.  

 
● Excellence in Business: Philadelphia Insurance Companies 

Philadelphia Insurance Companies has sponsored the Cherry Blossom 10K Race since its 
founding in 2010, and generously contributed to Shofuso’s hinoki bark roof restoration in 2017. 
They are an A++ rated, debt free carrier that designs, markets and underwrite commercial 
packages and professional liability insurance for select target markets. Philadelphia Insurance 
has 49 offices nationwide and is a Ward's Top 50 carrier, one of the Top 150 Workplaces in the 
country, and rated as a Best Place to Work in Insurance by Business Insurance since 2010.  

 
● Excellence in Culture: Taeko Shervin 
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Taeko Shervin offers public chanoyu (Japanese tea ceremony) demonstrations at Shofuso and 
teaches private lessons out of her home. She has been practicing chanoyu for more than forty 
years; she first did tea for the public at Shofuso in 1978. A licensed tea instructor within the 
Urasenke School of Chanoyu in Kyoto, Japan, in 2000 the Grand Master (Oiemoto) of Urasenke 
granted her the rank of junkyoju, an advanced level of instructorship. In 2010 she was awarded 
the rank of kyoju, an honor that few tea practitioners in the United States have attained.  

 
● Outstanding Volunteer: Dr. Masako Hamada 

Dr. Hamada holds a master’s degree in Intercultural Communication from the University of 
Pennsylvania and a doctorate in International & Transcultural Studies from Columbia University. 
She is an Associate Professor of Japanese Studies Program in the Department of Global 
Interdisciplinary Studies and is Director of the Asian Studies Program in the College of Liberal 
Arts & Sciences at Villanova University. Dr. Hamada founded the Japanese Studies program at 
Villanova in 1989 and will celebrate her 30th anniversary in 2019. As a member of JASGP, she 
was a contributing writer, editor, and translator for Phila-Nipponica: An Historic Guide to 
Philadelphia & Japan (2nd ed., 2015) and is the director of the Nihongo Philacon Language 
Competition, which has been held at Villanova since its inception. 

 
The Annual Meeting begins at 5 p.m., doors open at 4:30 p.m. It costs $60 to attend, $50 for JASGP 
members. Registration is required. For more information, visit japanphilly.org/programs/annual-
meeting/2018-annual-meeting/ or call Aaron Dilliplane, Associate Director of Special Projects, at 267-
348-0250. 
 
About Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia:  
JASGP is a private nonprofit organization that has brought Philadelphia and Japan closer together for 
more than 25 years through art, business, and culture. JASGP operates Shofuso, produces the Subaru 
Cherry Blossom Festival, and presents the US-Japan Business and Public Policy Series, as well as other 
arts, business, culture, and educational programming for all ages. For more information, please visit our 
website at japanphilly.org. 
 
Shofuso is open for weekday admissions to the public from March 24 to October 31, Wednesdays 
through Fridays from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Adult 
admission is $12; senior citizens, students with ID and children ages 5-17 admission is $8; ACCESS card 
holders admission is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID and children under 5 are 
admitted free. Shofuso is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., Philadelphia, PA 19131. For more 
information, including special hours and admission, visit japanphilly.org. 
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