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Upper Southampton teacher Dimitri Kauriga 

saluted for his legacy of music 

• By Liz Johnson 

 

Louis Scaglione (left) and Ovation Award winner Dimitri Kauriga 

Courtesy Peter B. Blaikie / Bachrach Photography 

 

Upper Southampton music teacher Dimitri Kauriga retired nearly 15 years ago, but he’s still 

well-loved by his students, many of whom continue to call him on Father’s Day to check in. 

He left such an impression on Elisabeth D’Alessandro, of Philadelphia, that she nominated him 

for Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s Ovation Award. “Mr. Kauriga was a model of commitment 

and dedication. He got to school early, stayed late, and rarely took a break. He embodied the 
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work ethic, which he demanded of his students. He inspired generations of students to achieve 

above and beyond what we thought we could. His faith in our ability gave us the confidence we 

needed to excel,” she wrote in her nominating petition. 

That nomination convinced the judges to bestow the award upon him, over nine other Delaware 

Valley music teachers, earlier this month during a concert at the Kimmel Center. 

 

Dimitri Kauriga (center) receives the Ovation Award as Mary Beth Christian of H.E.L.P. Foundation and WRTI's 

Jack Moore look on. Courtesy Peter B. Blaikie / Bachrach Photography 

 

Kauriga said he always knew he would have a future in music, but he didn’t plan on becoming a 

teacher. He grew up in a musical family. His father was a freelance musician who taught and his 

mother, a professional singer. Along with his brothers, he attended a music conservatory after 

high school. 

“People used to say if you marry into this family and you’re not a performing musician, you’re 

not allowed in,” Kauriga joked. 

Likewise, his children are also musical. His daughter is a former student at Philadelphia Girl’s 

High School where he taught. 

“I was hesitant about that,” he said. “I thought it would be a problem. It wasn’t at all.” 

Instead, he said he marveled as she grew from a competitive drummer to an all-around 

percussionist, dabbling in the timpani, xylophone and sousaphone. Now grown, she is a costume 

designer and owns the store Love Saves the Day in New Hope. 
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“You don’t realize how much inspiration through music happens until your own kids see it,” he 

said. 

Kauriga spent 40 years in the classroom, then another seven working as a consultant for the 

Philadelphia School District. Today, he serves on the Pen Ryn School Board and plays in his 

family’s Kauriga Balalaika Orchestra, which was started by his father. 

The family musical group performs predominantly Russian and Slavic waltzes and has recorded 

ethnic folk music for the Smithsonian. It was nominated for a Grammy in the 1990s, Kauriga 

said. 

While at Philadelphia Girl’s High School, Kauriga started a jazz band, built a choir and ensemble 

and launched the popular Strolling Strings, a group of a dozen students who were shuttled to 

performances in a limousine. 

Kauriga also encouraged his students to perform at churches and synagogues. He is a cantor for a 

Broomall synagogue and sings at the Bensalem Presbyterian Church. 

“My students came up and played Mozart’s 'Requiem,' 'The Messiah' and the jazz and gospel 

stuff,” he said. “At church, you can do anything and everything is appreciated.” 

 


