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TELEVISION: ‘Dukes’ launched 
Wopat to life on stage 

‘The Dukes of Hazzard’ starred Tom Wopat, left, and John Schneider. DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA FILE PHOTO 

By Neal Zoren, Times Columnist 
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Tom Wopat says he didn’t know what to expect when he reported for his first day of 
work on the classic CBS series, “The Dukes of Hazzard.” 

“I don’t think anyone did,” Wopat says by telephone from his native Wisconsin, where 
he did a holiday show in Milwaukee before heading for a family visit in his hometown, 
Lodi. He also spent part of the day rehearsing with fellow TV veteran Linda Purl, with 
whom he is doing a holiday cabaret, “Home for the Holidays,” at Philadelphia’s Rrazz 
Room, located in the Prince Theater, at 8 p.m. Satuday. (Peggy King, billed as “Pretty, 
Perky” Peggy King during her days on ”The George Gobel Show” appears at the Rrazz 
Room at 5 p.m. Sunday.) 
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“One thing I can assure you nobody knew is ‘Dukes’ would be such a hit and run for so 
many seasons,” Wopat continues. “We looked at it as a mild entertainment program that 
might get a following from guys who liked souped-up cars. It was a surprise when we 
became so popular. I always figured I’d have some career in musical theater and maybe 
build a reputation from that. I don’t think Mr. Schneider (John Schneider, Wopat’s 
“Dukes” co-star) or I thought we’d be on posters and make our name in a comic action 
series. 

“But that’s what happened. The career I expected came after ‘Dukes,’ which in a way 
gave me the luxury to do a lot of good work. Considering I was scared to death that first 
day on the ‘Dukes” set, all has turned out all right. I’ve been able to be in several 
Broadway shows, of which I’m proud and have a career as a singer. I am doing a 
Christmas show with Linda Purl, but I recorded a Christmas album with John Schneider 
a few years ago.” 

 Advertisement 
The Rrazz Room show will be the first time Wopat appears with Purl, who “Happy Days” 
fans might remember as Fonzie’s girlfriend (although her first appearance on that series 
was several years before as Richie’s girlfriend). She also earned attention as Helene 
Beesley, Pam’s mother who dates Michael, on “The Office.” 

“What a wonderful performer! And what a wonderful woman! I spent this afternoon 
with her, and I am impressed with the smoothness and sophistication of her vocals. On 
this first meeting I can tell Linda is the kind that hasn’t one mean bone in her body. I’m 
looking forward to my shows with her. 

“We blend in the numbers we do together, but we lean towards different kinds of music 
that mesh well in a show. 

“I’ve sung in a lot of cabarets, but I don’t think of myself as a cabaret guy. My shows 
don’t have a theme, and, though I enjoy singing story songs, I am not out to tell the story 
of my life through music. 

“I think of myself more as a jazz singer with eclectic taste. I enjoy presenting songs I like 
to live audiences. 

“’Live audiences’ is the key to that sentence. I’ve had a good time doing all of the studio 
and location work it’s been my fortune to do, but there is nothing like a live audience, 
and an intimate one at that. 

“In our Rrazz Room show, Linda and I will be doing some familiar music – It’s a holiday 
show. -- but we each sing a song or two that isn’t as well known. I like doing a variety. I 
like songs that have some swing to them. And I like songs that illuminate the human 
experience, that express something of what it means, and takes, to live. 

“Joni Mitchell is a favorite of mine, and of my songs, one I recorded, is an obscure tune, 
‘Two Grey Rooms,’ from a fairly obscure album from the ‘90s, ‘Night Ride Home.’ I also 
do a tune by Steve Allen called ‘Cool Yule.’ 

In general, humor is a big part of my shows. I like doing jazz classics like ‘Twisted’ and 
‘I’m Hip,” songs written by composers Annie Ross and Dave Frishberg. Allen’s “Cool 



Yule” was recorded first by Louis Armstrong. I am also given to songs that express some 
kind of romance, such as ‘I Get Along Without You Very Well.’ 

“This show will be a bit more geared towards the holidays. Linda and I have the same 
music director, Tedd Firth, so he knows both of our voices and styles and created some 
great arrangements for us.” 

Among Wopat’s favorite memories are working with John Raitt, his idea of the 
quintessential leading man in musical theater, and doing an intimate musical version of 
“A Catered Affair,” in which he worked with Heather MacRae. 

“Being with John Raitt was marvelous. It was an experience and an education. And I 
know his daughter, Bonnie, a great singer, and songwriter, in her own right. 

“Daughters are a theme here. When I did ‘A Catered Affair,’ I was flattered when 
Heather told me I reminded her of her father, Gordon MacRae, who I never me but 
whose work I always admired.” 

Spring 2017 marks Wopat’s London debut when he appears at a West End cabaret, The 
Pheasant Tree. 

TOYS FOR THE NEEDY 

Local CBS broadcast stations, led by Channel 3, are once again conducting a toy drive, 
“Toy Fest” designed to gather toys and other gifts for needy children throughout the 
region. 

Unwrapped toys can be left for distribution at Channel 3 studios, 16th and Spring 
Garden Streets, in Philadelphia, at the studios of WPHT (1210 AM), WIP (94.1 FM) and 
WOGL 98.1 at 400 Market Street, the home of WXTU (92.5) FM and 96.5 FM at 555 
City Avenue in Bala Cynwyd, Salvation Army centers, The Franklin Institute, Ashley 
Furniture stores, Hand & Stone spas, and Doc Bresler’s Cavity Busters, 

The Philly Pops collects toys at its Kimmel Center concert Saturday will is doing its bit in 
the WIP Tailgate Zone before the Eagles game at Lincoln Financial Field this Sunday. 

MILESTONES 

Writing about Trudy Haynes turning 90 made me think of others who have reached or 
are approaching that milestone. 

Two come to mind. One is the marvelously versatile broadcaster. Gene Crane, who 
retired to San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, more than a decade ago, and resides there in 
what I’m sure much be his 90s. Gene may even be close to 100. His son, David, earned 
fame as the creator and producer of the popular long-running NBC sitcom, “Friends,” 
still prolific in reruns. 

The other is Ed Hurst, who with his late partner, Joe Grady, formed one of the first 
major deejay teams on Philadelphia radio. Ed, I believe, became 90 earlier this year. He 
is also known for his TV dance parties from Steel Pier during Atlantic City’s pre-casino 
heyday. 

Neal Zoren’s column appears Monday. 



 


