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RUN (OR WALK) UNDER THE CHERRY BLOSSOMS AT  
THE CHERRY BLOSSOM 10K & 5K 

ON SATURDAY, APRIL 16 
 
PHILADELPHIA (March 21, 2016) — The Japan America Society of Great Philadelphia’s (JASPG) 19th 
Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival will hold its Annual Cherry Blossom 10K & 5K on Saturday, April 16, 2016 
in Fairmont Park, underneath the cherry blossom trees.Dedicated runners, recreational walkers and 
everyone in between are invited to participate in either event. The 5k race celebrates its 7th annual year 
while the 10K celebrates its 2nd. Both courses begin and end at the Fairmount Park Horticulture Center, 
located at 100 N. Horticultural Drive in Philadelphia, and wind through the historic Centennial District. 
Participants will enjoy views of the beautiful blossoms along the Schuylkill River and the Shofuso 
Japanese House and Garden. 
 
On-site registration opens at 6:30 a.m. and the race begins at 7:30 a.m. Fees for the 5K are $20 for 
JASGP members, $25 for non-members and $30 on-site (cash only). Fees for the 10K are $25 for JASGP 
members, $30 for non-members and $35 on-site (cash only). Registration and event information is 
available at www.subarucherryblossom.org/10kor by calling 267-348-0250.  Proceeds benefit the 
Community Tree Planting Project of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia.   
 
Additional Festival events include sushi-making classes with Philadelphia’s Madame Saito and Japanese 
Culture Week from April 11 – 17 at the Liberty Place Rotunda where participants can enjoy free and fun 
events like kimono dressing, origami, Kamishibai storytelling and more. During the week, there will also 
be a sushi making competition, sake dinner, film screening and more. Sakura Under the Stars, the Cherry 
Blossom Festival’s fundraising event, will take place on Saturday evening, April 16 at the Loews Hotel at 
1200 Market Street in Philadelphia. The centerpiece of the Festival, Sakura Sunday, takes place on 
Sunday, April 17 at the Horticulture Center in West Fairmount Park.  The event celebrates all things 
Japanese by offering a full day of world-class traditional music and dance performances, colorful crafts, 
karaoke and activities for all ages. A complete listing of events and additional information is available 
online at www.subarucherryblossom.org or by calling 267-348-0250. 
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival is a project of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 
(JASGP) created with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as thetitle sponsor. The project 
aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of Japan building 
on the JASGP commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP has planted 
more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese 



government as a gesture of friendship in 1926.  Upon completion of its 1,000-tree pledge in 2007, the 
JASGP shifted its focus to plantings in community and neighborhood parks to help green and beautify 
urban communities.  Since 2008, cherry trees have been planted in Clark Park, Franklin Square, and 
Morris Park. 
 
Digital photos of and additional information on cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the 
work of the JASGP are available at www.subarucherryblossom.org 
 
About the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP): Founded in 1994, the Japan America 
Society of Greater Philadelphia is an association of individuals, corporations and organizations devoted 
to fostering relationships between Americans and Japanese by promoting and encouraging better 
understanding of the business, cultural, social, educational, and political practices and customs of Japan 
and the United States. 
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