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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 
Contact:  Feldscher Horwitz PR – 215-627-0801 
Sharla Feldscher, ext. 101, sharla@fhpublicrelations.com, Cell 215-285-4868 
Hope Horwitz, ext. 102, hope@fhpublicrelations.com, Cell 215-760-2884 

 
 

MASTER SUSHI MAKING AND LEARN FROM THE BEST  
WITH PHILADELPHIA’S QUEEN OF SUSHI, MADAME SAITO 

Saturday, April 7 – Wednesday, April 11, 2018  
 

GO FOR GLORY IN ONE OF TWO SUSHI MAKING COMPETITIONS 
Thursday, April 12 and Sakura Sunday, April 15, 2018 

 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (March 8, 2018) –  The opportunity to learn the art of sushi making returns to 
the 21st Annual Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival. Learn Japan’s favorite culinary art from 
Madame Saito, one of Philadelphia’s veteran restaurateurs. Attendees can dazzle their friends 
and family at home with their new sushi skills, as well as compete in the Amateur Sushi Making 
Contest on Thursday, April 12 or the Subaru Sushi Samurai of the Year Contest at Sakura Sunday 
on April 15. It’s all part of the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival’s celebration of Japanese arts and 
culture. 
 
Classes are offered every night from Saturday, April 7 through Wednesday, April 11 from 6:30 – 
8:30 p.m. at Tokio HeadHouse, 122 - 124 Lombard Street in Philadelphia and cost $65 per 
person. Tokio HeadHouse will also host the Amateur Sushi Making Contest on Thursday, April 
12, beginning at 6:30 p.m. All contestants must complete one sushi-making class prior to the 
competition. Observers can enjoy izakaya appetizers and sushi for half price, along with sake, 
wine, and craft beers. Contestant admission costs $50 and guests may attend for $35. Those 
who feel they’ve mastered the art of sushi making can also participate in the Subaru Sushi 
Samurai of the Year Contest at Sakura Sunday on Sunday, April 15, 2018. For more information 
and to sign up for the classes and contests, contact Madame Saito at info@queenofsushi.com or 
call 215-815-8266. 
 
Madame Saito has over 30 years of dedication to teaching sushi and Japanese culture. She is a 
veteran instructor at Temple University’s Center City Campus, and has demonstrated sushi 
making at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the University of Pennsylvania, and many other 
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public and private events. In 2009, Saito was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Education from 
Temple University Center City, and in 2010 she was named Philadelphia’s Chef of the Year by the 
American Culinary Federation (ACF).   
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival runs from Saturday, April 7 to Sunday, April 15, 2018. It 
includes many Japanese inspired events including Sakura Week where attendees will experience 
a different Japanese culture or art each day, a free screening of the film Tenshin on Wednesday, 
April 11 at the University of Pennsylvania, the Cherry Blossom 10K and 5K Races on Saturday, 
April 14, suminagashi paper marbling classes at Rikumo, and so much more. The final event, 
Sakura Sunday, features a full day of traditional and contemporary Japanese music and dance 
performances, colorful crafts, and activities for all ages. A complete listing of events and 
additional information is available online at subarucherryblossom.org or by calling 267-348-
0250.        
 
The Cherry Blossom Festival takes its name and central inspiration from the fleeting beauty of 
the sakura, the Japanese name for cherry blossoms. The first blossoming cherry trees were 
planted in Fairmount Park in 1926, a gift to the City of Philadelphia by the people of Japan. 
Cherry blossoms are gorgeous flowers, a must see natural wonder calling everyone outdoors to 
welcome spring, and an annual inspiration to artists and photographers. The events of the 
Festival celebrate Philadelphia’s rich cultural connections with the art, music, food, natural 
beauty, and industry of Japan.   
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia is a project of the Japan America 
Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as 
its title sponsor.  The project aims to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and 
educational customs of Japan building on JASGP’s commitment to plant and maintain cherry 
trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP has planted more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing 
the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese government as a gesture of friendship in 
1926.  Digital photos and additional information on cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in 
Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at subarucherryblossom.org. Follow 
@phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  

### 
JASGP is a private nonprofit organization that has brought Philadelphia and Japan closer 
together for more than 25 years through art, business, and culture. JASGP operates Shofuso, 
produces the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival, and presents the US-Japan Business and Public 
Policy Series, as well as other arts, business, culture, and educational programming for all ages. 
For more information, visit japanphilly.org. 
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Shofuso is a traditional Japanese house and garden located in West Fairmount Park. Shofuso is 
open for weekday admissions to the public from March 24 to October 31, Wednesdays through 
Fridays from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Adult 
admission is $12; senior citizens, students with ID and children ages 5-17 admission is $8; 
ACCESS card holders admission is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID and 
children under 5 are admitted free. Shofuso is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., 
Philadelphia, PA 19131. For more information, including special hours and admission, visit 
japanphilly.org.  
 
 
 
 
 


