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2018 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL  
OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

Here is a list of key events scheduled for the 2018 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater 
Philadelphia: 
 

● Saturday, April 7 through Friday, April 13 – Sakura Week at Shofuso at 11:00 a.m. at 
Horticultural and Lansdowne Drives in Philadelphia. Take in the splendor of the cherry blossoms 
at one of the top Japanese gardens in North America. Each day during the Festival, visit Shofuso 
and experience a small taste of Japanese culture - tea, taiko, gardening, kimono dressing, and 
more. Enjoy a beer or cocktail at the pop-up Sake Garden presented by Parks on Tap, tour 
Shofuso’s 17th century style Japanese house daily until 8:30 p.m., and feed the world class 
collection of koi. For hours and admissions, visit japanphilly.org. 

 
● Saturday, April 7 through Sunday, April 15 – Sake Garden at Shofuso at 1:00 p.m. (5:00 p.m. 

weekdays) at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drives in Philadelphia. The Sake Garden, a pop-up 
beer garden presented by Parks on Tap, is Philadelphia’s take on the Japanese tradition of 
cherry blossom picnics. Enjoy beer, cocktails, and Asian fusion fare beneath the trees in 
Fairmount Park beginning at 1:00 p.m. on weekends and 5:00 on weekdays. For all hours, visit 
japanphilly.org. 

 
● Saturday, April 7 through Wednesday, April 11– Sushi Making Classes from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 

p.m. at The Tokio HeadHouse, 122 – 124 Lombard Street in Philadelphia. Learn Japan’s most 
famous culinary art form with Philadelphia’s Queen of Sushi, Madame Saito. Whether you plan 
to compete in the Amateur Sushi Competition or just wow your friends and family at home, 
these classes are the first step on the road to maki mastery. Complete a class to be eligible for 
the Amateur Sushi Competition on Thursday, April 12, as well as r the Subaru Sushi Samurai of 
the Year Contest at Sakura Sunday on Sunday, April 15. Classes are $65. For more information 
and to sign up for a class, contact Madame Saito at info@queenofsushi.com or call 215-815-
8266. 

 
● Sunday, April 8 – Suminagashi Paper Marbling at 2:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. at the Rikumo 
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Concept Store at 1216 Walnut St, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Suminagashi is Japanese-style paper 
marbling, created by floating ink on water. In this workshop led by Rikumo’s staff, learn how to 
transform a simple piece of white paper into a vibrant and colorful work of art to take home. All 
materials are included, and no experience is required. RSVP is needed; this workshop is sure to 
sell out. The price for the class is $15. For more information and to sign up for a class, visit 
rikumo.com, or call 215-238-1328.  
 

● Wednesday, April 11 - Film Screening of Tenshin (2013) at 7:00 p.m. at the University of 
Pennsylvania, location TBA. Tenshin is the story of the 19th century artist and scholar, Kakuzo 
Okakura. An influential Meiji era figure, Okakura struggled to bring Japanese and Asian artistic 
sensibilities into the broader world. Starring Ken Aoki, Shido Nakamura, and Naoto Takenaka, 
this biopic tells an exciting tale of Japanese art and culture in a rapidly changing world. Free to 
attend; no pre-registration necessary. 

 
● Thursday, April 12 – Amateur Sushi Making Contest at 6:30 p.m. at The Tokio HeadHouse, 122 

– 124 Lombard Street in Philadelphia. Sushi lovers compete to make Philadelphia’s best original 
sushi creations. The top three winners will receive a prize from Madame Saito, Philadelphia’s 
Queen of Sushi. Observers can enjoy izakaya appetizers and sushi and half price sake, wine, and 
craft beers. Contestant admission costs $50. Guests may attend for $35. For more information 
and to sign up for the contest, contact Madame Saito at info@queenofsushi.com or call 215-
815-8266. 

 
● Friday, April 13 - Kaiseki Dinner Presented by Margaret Kuo at 7:00 p.m. at Margaret Kuo’s in 

Wayne, located at 175 E Lancaster Ave in Wayne, PA. Join Margaret Kuo’s Wayne for a fabulous 
evening of fine cuisine in the Japanese style Akari Room. Enjoy a multi-course meal of exquisite 
washoku favorites in the kaiseki style with explanations, as well as a demonstration of tea 
ceremony. Includes welcome sake toast. $75 to attend. To make reservations, call (610) 688-
7200.  

● Saturday, April 14 - Cherry Blossom 10K/5K at 7:30 a.m. (event registration at 6:30 a.m.) at the 
Horticultural Center in Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. Kick off spring with a run (or walk) beneath 
the cherry blossom trees. Participants will enjoy great views of Memorial Hall and Shofuso as 
the course runs through Fairmount Park’s historic Centennial District. Pre-registration for the 5K 
is $20 and $25 on-site. Pre-registration for the 10K is $25 and $30 on-site. All participants 
receive a free admission pass to Shofuso. For full details and registration, visit 
subarucherryblossom.org/10k  

● Saturday, April 14 - Nodate Tea Ceremony at 1:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. at Shofuso, Horticultural 
and Lansdowne Drives in Philadelphia. Take part in a traditional Japanese tea ceremony on 
Shofuso's veranda under the weeping cherry tree. Drink a bowl of matcha green tea and taste a 
seasonal sweet. Each ceremony is one-hour long. Space is limited and advance registration is 
required. $30 for JASGP members, $35 for non-members. For more information, visit 
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japanphilly.org. 
  

● Sunday, April 15 – Sakura Sunday from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the Horticulture Center in 
Fairmount Park, Montgomery Drive & Belmont Avenue. Celebrate traditional and contemporary 
Japan under the cherry blossoms in Fairmount Park. Sakura Sunday is an all-day celebration of 
all things Japanese, from live music, dance, and martial arts performances to fashion shows, arts 
and crafts, karaoke, and much more. Tickets are $15 for adults, free for children under 12. 
Festivities include the below and so much more: 

● NEW! Enjoy the Sake Garden at Shofuso 
● Watch performances by the Tamagawa University Taiko Drummers and Dance Troupe. 
● The Subaru Sushi Samurai of the Year contest returns to Sakura Sunday for the 5th year 
● Register your pooch for the Prettiest Pet in Pink Parade 
● See one of a kind fashions at the 8th annual Harajuku Fashion Show, featuring designs 

inspired by Tokyo’s colorful Harajuku district 
● Timed tickets to Shofuso will be available while supplies last 

For more detailed information, visit subarucherryblossom.org/sakurasunday.   
 

● Monday, April 9, Tuesday, April 10, Wednesday, April 11, and Monday, April 16 - Tamagawa 
University Taiko Drum and Dance Performances at various locations (see below). Tamagawa 
University’s famous Taiko Drum and Dance group are back in Philadelphia for a week of one-of-
a-kind performances. With drums that will make amaze, dazzling costumes, and entrancing 
choreography, these performances are perfect for all ages. 

● Monday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m. at Ursinus College in the Lenfest Theater in the 
Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Center located at 601 E Main St, Collegeville, PA 19426. 
Tickets are free, but must be reserved in advance by calling 610-409-3000. 

 
● Tuesday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m. at Haverford College in Roberts Hall, Marshall Auditorium 

located at 370 Lancaster Ave in Haverford, PA 19041. Tickets are free.  
 

● Wednesday, April 11 at 7:30 p.m. at West Chester University in the Emilie K. Asplundh 
Concert Hall at Philips Memorial Hall Building located at 700 South High Street in West 
Chester, PA 19383. Tickets are $12 and $17 and may be purchased online at 
wcupa.edu/oca/wcuLive/currentSeason.aspx. 

 
● Monday, April 16 at 7:30 p.m. at Swarthmore College in Lang Concert Hall located at 500 

College Ave in Swarthmore, PA 19081. Tickets are free.  
 

### 
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