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Schedule of Events For Sakura Sunday:  
 

SAKURA SUNDAY, THE CENTERPIECE OF  
THE 2018 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA, 

BLOOMS WITH DAY-LONG FESTIVITIES ON SUNDAY, APRIL 15  
 

Presented by The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 
 

** SAKURA SUNDAY –10 a.m. to 5 p.m.**  
 

Philadelphia, PA (March 16, 2018) – Sakura Sunday will once again close the annual Subaru Cherry Blossom 
Festival on Sunday, April 15, 2018. Presented by the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP), 
attendees will be able to experience Japanese culture through live music, dance performances, martial arts and 
tea ceremony demonstrations, a Harajuku- themed fashion show, a cosplay showcase, a sushi-making contest and 
so much more. Sakura Sunday takes place at Philadelphia’s Horticulture Center in West Fairmount Park (near 
Montgomery Drive and Belmont Avenue) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Gates open at 9 a.m., and admission on festival 
day is $15 (free to children 12 and under). Advance tickets are available at 
www.sakurasunday2018.eventbrite.com.  
 
Taiko drummers from Tokyo’s Tamagawa University will return to the main stage.  Sakura Sunday’s opening 
ceremony will include kagami biraki, the ceremonial breaking of a sake barrel, and a choral performance by 
students from the Japanese Language School of Philadelphia. The activities begin immediately after the opening 
ceremony with live music and dance performances at the Main Stage, martial arts demonstrations on the 
Community Stage and fun family crafts at the Horticulture Center Exhibition Hall. Throughout the day people will 
enjoy activities including calligraphy, origami, and kimono dressing. Local boutique Smak Parlour will present a 
Harajuku Fashion Show and Zenkaikon, an anime convention in Lancaster, PA, will host a Cosplay Showcase and 
Cosplay Fashion Show at the Little Akiba cosplay area. Free timed tours of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden 
will also be available to all ticket-holders. Guests can also savor traditional and fusion Japanese food offered 
during Sakura Sunday, including onigiri (rice balls), sushi rolls, and gourmet chocolates.  
 
New to the Festival this year is the Sake Garden, a pop-up beer garden presented by Parks on Tap. It will feature 
Asian fusion fare, beer, and cocktails and will be located just outside of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden. 
Designed to highlight the Japanese tradition of picnicking under cherry blossoms with family and friends, it will be 
open every day of the Festival.  
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Highlights of Sakura Sunday include:  
 

● The Prettiest Pet in Pink Parade gives attendees an overload of fluffy cuteness. Dress your pet in pink and 
enter, or watch from the sidelines and cheer for your favorite. Sakura Sunday is a pet-friendly event: furry 
best friends on leashes are welcome through most of the festival grounds.  

● The 5th annual Subaru Sushi Samurai of the Year Competition, run by Philadelphia’s Queen of Sushi, 
Madame Saito, presents a culinary tour de force as participants construct themed sushi creations. The 
contestant with the most creative sushi masterpiece will be named “Sushi Samurai of the Year” at an main 
stage presentation.  

● Have a passion for cutting-edge fashion? Check out the Harajuku Fashion Show. Named for Tokyo’s 
trendiest street style neighborhood, the Harajuku Fashion Show will feature of the moment looks styled 
by Philly boutique Smak Parlour. 

● Tea ceremonies hosted by Philadelphia’s Urasenke Tea School will take place throughout the day at the 
Sakura Pavilion, located alongside the Fairmount Park Horticultural Center. Observe a traditional 
ceremony while drinking a bowl of tea and tasting a seasonal sweet. 

● The Little Akiba Anime and Cosplay Area, named after Tokyo’s Akihabara neighborhood, is the festival’s 
spot for all things Japanese pop culture. See anime, manga, and video game characters brought to life in 
the Cosplay Fashion Show presented by Zenkaikon, and enjoy contemporary Japanese festival dance 
performances by Yosakoi Dance Project 10tecomai.. 

● Japanese martial arts demonstrations by local aikido, ninjutsu, kenjutsu, and karate students offer 
exciting displays of physical power and grace.  

● The Tamagawa University Taiko Drum and Dance Troupe returns to Sakura Sunday with heart-pounding 
rhythms and choreographed dances. 

● Timed tours of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden are available throughout the day and are included in 
the Sakura Sunday admission price. 
 

Adult admission to Sakura Sunday is $10 through March 31, $12 from April 1 to April 14, $15 at the door and $5 
for ACCESS card holders (day of admission only and must present card). Children 12 and under are admitted for 
free. All Sakura Sunday events will be held rain or shine. Parking is located at the Mann Music Center for a fee of 
$10, including a complimentary parking shuttle.  A complimentary round-trip shuttle bus to the event from 
Market Street, across from Philadelphia’s 30th Street Station, will run continuously from 9 a.m. onward. SEPTA bus 
routes 38 and 43 both stop near the event. Bicycle parking is free. 
 
The Fairmount Park Horticulture Center is located in West Fairmount Park at Montgomery Drive and Belmont 
Avenue (I-76 Exit 341), Philadelphia, PA 19131. Program changes can be viewed up-to-the-minute on the festival 
website subarucherryblossom.org/event/sakurasunday/ and additional event information is available by calling 
267-348-0250.   
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia is a project of the Japan America Society of Greater 
Philadelphia (JASGP) with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as its title sponsor.  The project aims 
to foster a better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of Japan building on JASGP’s 
commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, JASGP has planted more than 1,000 cherry 
trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by the Japanese government as a gesture of friendship 
in 1926.  Digital photos and additional information on cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the 
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work of the JASGP are available at subarucherryblossom.org. Follow @phillysakura on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter.  

### 

JASGP is a private nonprofit organization that has brought Philadelphia and Japan closer together for more than 
25 years through art, business, and culture. JASGP operates Shofuso, produces the Subaru Cherry Blossom 
Festival, and presents the US-Japan Business and Public Policy Series, as well as other arts, business, culture, and 
educational programming for all ages. For more information, please visit our website at japanphilly.org. 

Shofuso is a traditional Japanese house and Garden located in West Fairmount Park. Shofuso is open for weekday 
admissions to the public from March 24 to October 31, Wednesdays through Fridays from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
and Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Adult admission is $12; senior citizens, students with ID 
and children ages 5-17 admission is $8; ACCESS card holders admission is $2; and JASGP members, active duty 
military with ID and children under 5 are admitted free. Shofuso is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drs., 
Philadelphia, PA 19131. For more information, including special hours and admission, visit japanphilly.org.  

 

 

 
 
 
 


