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PEAK CHERRY BLOSSOM PREDICTION: 

CHERRY BLOSSOM SEASON RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER 
SAYS JAPAN AMERICA SOCIETY OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA  

 

Tweet this: Philadelphia’s cherry blossom peak predicted for March 24 to April 1, says @shofuso, just 

in time for @phillysakura. 

 

Philadelphia, PA (March 8, 2018) — The 

Philadelphia region fills with blossoming 

cherry trees every spring, brightening streets 

and lining the Schuylkill River and Fairmount 

Park with pink and white blooms. With the 

start of the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival 

on Saturday, April 7, when will the blooms 

peak? Will Shofuso’s 75-year-old weeping 

cherry tree make for a scenic opening 

weekend at the Japanese House and Garden 

on March 24 and March 25? Will the trees be 

in full bloom for Sakura Sunday, which takes place on the grounds of the Horticultural Center 

and at Shofuso in Fairmount Park on Sunday, April 15? This unpredictable winter is finally 

giving us hints. 

 

“We predict peak cherry tree bloom will take place from March 24 – April 1, coinciding 

nicely with Shofuso’s season reopening,” said Sandi Polyakov, head gardener at Shofuso. 

 

Kim Andrews, executive director of the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia, 

noted the difficulty of predicting peak bloom due to weather conditions. “A cold snap, like the 

recent nor’easters, can damage trees that have already begun to flower. But buds that haven’t 

opened will not be affected, and later flowering trees will still hold their blooms into the festival 

week.” 

 

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival kicks off April 7, with nine days of Japanese culture 

in Philadelphia culminating in Sakura Sunday, an all-day festival at the Fairmount Park 

Horticultural Center. For details, visit subarucherryblossom.org. Shofuso Japanese House 
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and Garden will open for the season on Saturday, March 24. Shofuso will be open daily 

during the festival to accommodate as many blossom-seekers as possible, with hours into the 

evening for starlit cherry blossom viewing. Take advantage of special weekend hours 

beginning April 7 to visit Shofuso from 11 am - 8:30 pm and visit on Monday through Friday 

from 10 am - 8:30 pm. For more information, visit japanphilly.org.  

 

5 great Philadelphia Cherry Blossom Viewing Spots 

Every year when the cherry trees bloom in Japan, friends and family gather under the 

blossoms to have flower-viewing picnics (hanami  花見 "flower viewing"). The simple pleasure 

of sitting outside and watching the delicate petals float on the spring breeze while enjoying 

good food and company is something to look forward to every year. Prime places for cherry 

blossoms in Philadelphia include: 

 

1. Shofuso Japanese House and 

Garden & Centennial Arboretum: 

Weeping cherry tree over Japanese 

House’s pond and garden, cherry 

tree allee from JASGP plantings 

and the original 1926 plantings 

2. Kelly Drive/East River 

Cherry trees from 1933 planting 

North of Boathouse Row past 

where Girard Ave. crosses Kelly 

Drive 

3. Memorial Hall/Please Touch 

Museum 

On Lansdowne Drive, behind 

Memorial Hall 

4. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive/West 

River 

From south of Montgomery Drive 

north to Falls Bridge 

5. Belmont Plateau 

Along Belmont Mansion Drive 

overlooking the city skyline 

 

 

 

The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia is a private nonprofit organization that 

has brought Philadelphia and Japan closer together for more than 25 years through art, 
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business, and culture. JASGP brings over 30,000 annual visitors to Shofuso Japanese House 

and Garden, produces the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival with over 15,000 attendees, 

presents a US-Japan Business and Public Policy Series, and provides Japanese arts, 

business, and cultural education programs for all ages. More information available on 

japanphilly.org.  

 

Shofuso celebrates 60 years in West Fairmount Park in 2018. The house and garden are 

open for weekday admissions to the public from March 24 to October 31, Wednesdays through 

Fridays from 10 am to 4 pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 11 am to 5 pm. Adult admission 

is $12; senior citizens, students with ID and children ages 5-17 admission is $8; ACCESS card 

holders admission is $2; and JASGP members, active duty military with ID and children under 

5 are admitted free. Shofuso is located at Horticultural and Lansdowne Drives, Philadelphia, 

PA 19131. For more information, including special hours and admission, visit japanphilly.org. 
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Editor’s Note: for high-resolution images, visit http://bit.ly/ShofusoPressKit, or  

email cari@reliefcomm.com.  

 

 


