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Experience the wonder of Japan in Philadelphia! 
  

2016 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA 

April 11 – April 17 
  

 Presented by The Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia 
  
PHILADELPHIA, PA (January 15, 2016) —The traditional Japanese celebration of Spring will be 
highlighted in Philadelphia during the 2016 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival. The Japan America Society 
of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP) will fill this annual, week-long festival with many events and activities 
that highlight the cherry blossoms and Japanese culture including Japan’s traditional ohanami, parties 
beneath the blossoming cherry trees with food, drink, and entertainment. This year is the 19th year of 
the festival and will begin on Monday, April 11, 2016and end on Sunday, April 17, 2016. It will feature 
fun, family friendly events from Center City, Old City and Fairmount Park to the Main Line. People will be 
able to see superior international performances, have the opportunity to try time-honored arts and craft 
including learning to make sushi and create origami,and will enjoy the colorful contemporary cultures of 
cosplay and anime.  
 
The largest event is the final event of the seven-day festival, Sakura Sunday. It takes placeon Sunday, 
April 17 at the Fairmount Park Horticulture Center. This day-long outdoor celebration of all things 
Japanese is the final event of the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival and offers food, live music and dance 
performances, athletics, crafts and activities for all ages. 
 
The Festival will kick off on Monday, April 11, 2016 at 12 p.m. with Japanese Culture Week, a week-long 
celebration of Japanese culture held at Liberty Place. Each day of the week will demonstrate a different 
Japanese passion and everyone passing by will be able to participate. Whether the event be Kamishibai, 
a form of storytelling or learning to dress in a Kimono, there will be something for everyone. 
 
The final weekend of the Festival will feature the main fundraising event for the festival called Sakura 
Under the Stars. An evening of enchantment, Sakura Under the Stars attendees will enjoy sushi, Japan 
inspired cuisine, and drinks in their best cocktailattire.This year the event will take place at the Loews 
Hotel located at 1200 Market Street in Philadelphia on Saturday, April 16 from 6 – 8 p.m.Tickets can be 
purchased for $100 for JASGP members and $120 for non-members at 
http://subarucherryblossom.org/events/sakura-under-the-stars/.  

http://subarucherryblossom.org/events/sakura-under-the-stars/


 
Throughout the week will be a plethora of events.The Cherry Blossom 10K/5K will be on Saturday, April 
16 and will give runners and walkers great views of Shofuso Japanese House and Garden and other 
Fairmount Park landmarks.  People can participate in sushi making classes and in an amateur sushi 
making competition. There will be agourmet Sake dinner at Margaret Kuo’s, a film screeningat the 
University of Pennsylvania and more.A complete listing of events is available online at 
http://www.subarucherryblossom.organd event information is available by calling (267) 348-0250.  (See 
addendum with list of events.)   
 
The central inspiration of the Cherry Blossom Festival is the fragile beauty of the sakura, the Japanese 
name for the ornamental cherry blossoms which inspire all of this cultural activity. The Cherry Blossom 
trees in Fairmont Park were first planted in 1926 and they were a gift to the City of Philadelphia by the 
people of Japan.  Cherry Blossoms are gorgeous, delicate flowers and are an annual inspiration to 
photographers and a “must see” natural wonder calling everyone outdoors. The events of the Festival 
celebrate Philadelphia’s rich cultural connections with the art, music, food, natural beauty and industry 
of Japan.  
 
The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia, a project of the Japan America Society of 
Greater Philadelphia (JASGP), with tremendous support from Subaru of America, Inc as title sponsor.  
The project aims to fostera better understanding of the cultural, social, and educational customs of 
Japan building on the JASGP commitment to plant and maintain cherry trees in local parks.  To date, 
JASGP has planted more than 1,000 cherry trees, supplementing the 1,600 flowering trees presented by 
the Japanese government as a gesture of friendship in 1926.  Digital photos and additional information 
on cherry trees, cherry blossom traditions in Japan, and the work of the JASGP are available at 
www.subarucherryblossom.org.   
 

# # # 
 
Founded in 1994, the Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia is an association of individuals, 
corporations and organizations devoted to fostering relationships between Americans and Japanese by 
promoting and encouraging better understanding of the business, cultural, social, educational, and 
political practices and customs of Japan and the United States.  

http://www.subarucherryblossom.org/

