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2016 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL  
OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 
Here is a list of key events scheduled for the 2016 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater 
Philadelphia: 
 

• Monday, April 11 to Friday, April 15 - Japanese Culture Week at the Liberty Place Rotunda at 
16th and Chestnut Streetsin Center City from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. There will be free interactive 
lunchtime events featuring origami, kimono dressing, calligraphy, Shogi and Go (Japanese chess 
and othello) and Kamishibai story-telling. 

• Monday, April 11, Tuesday, April 12, Thursday, April 14, Friday, April 15 and Saturday, April 16 
– Sushi Making Classes at The Headhouse at 122 Lombard Street in Philadelphia. Learn how to 
make Japan’s favorite cuisine with Philadelphia’s Queen of Sushi, Madame Saito.  Whether 
planning to compete in the Amateur Sushi Competition at Sakura Sunday or craft sushi at home, 
these classes are the first step on the road to maki mastery.  Classes are $50 each and run from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. To sign up, contact Madame Saito at 215-922-2515 or 
visitwww.headhousephilly.com. 

• Wednesday, April 13 – Film Screening of Giovanni’s Island at 6:30 p.m.at the University of 
Pennsylvaniain Claudia Cohen Hall, Room 402at 3620 Walnut Street in Philadelphia. Giovanni’s 
Islandtakes place at the end of WWII. Junpei and his family are trying to adapt to a different way 
of life under Russian rule when he develops an unlikely friendship with Tanya, the Russian 
commander’s daughter. This tale of humanity under difficult times has moments both heart-
warming and heart-breaking. Giovanni’s Island was nominated for Best Animated Film of 2015 
by the Japanese Academy and is directed by Mizuho Nishikubo. 

Saturday, April 16 - Cherry Blossom 10K/5K at the Horticultural Center in Fairmont Park. 
Registration opens 6:30 AM. Celebrate the return of spring with a run (or walk) beneath the 
cherry blossoms. The course winds its way through the historic Centennial District, so 
participants can enjoy views of Memorial Hall and Shofuso Japanese House and Garden. 
Registration for the 5K is $20 for a JASGP member, $25 for a non-member or $30 on-site. 
Registration for the 10K is $25 for a JASGP member, $30 for a non-member or $35 on-site. For 
full details and registration, visit http://www.subarucherryblossom.org/10k.  

http://www.headhousephilly.com/
http://www.subarucherryblossom.org/10k.
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• Saturday, April 16 - Sakura Under the Stars from 6 to 8 p.m. at The Loews Hotel at 1200 Market 
Street in Philadelphia. Sakura Under the Stars is an upscale reception featuring Japan inspired 
cuisine, sushi and drinks. The event is cocktail attire. Tickets are $100 for JASGP members, $120 
for non-members, and can be purchased at http://www.subarucherryblossom.org/stars.  

• Sunday, April 17 – Sakura Sunday from 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Horticulture Center in 
Fairmount Park located at Montgomery Drive & Belmont Avenue.Thismain event of the Subaru 
Cherry Blossom Festival brings contemporary and modern Japanese culture to Philadelphia. 
Sakura Sundaytakes place at the Fairmount Park Horticulture Center under the cherry blossom 
trees. Tickets are $10 for adults, free for children under 12. 

o Food of all kinds will be offered; live music and dance performances; martial-arts 
demonstrations; crafts and activities for all ages, such as calligraphy and origami; 
karaoke and much more.   

o The Prettiest Pet in Pink Parade for dogs will be hosted, along with the 6th annual 
Harajuku Fashion Show. The showfeatures one-of-a-kind designs from local students 
that are inspired by Tokyo’s colorful Harajuku district. 

o The Shofuso Japanese House and Garden will be open for tours throughout the day. 
o There will be the Subaru Sushi Samurai of the Year contest. 

For more information on all events, please visitwww.subarucherryblossom.org/sakurasunday or call  
267-348-0250. 
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